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France orders 
* troops Into 
Chad capital 

PARIS. - France, reacting to what it 
said was a Libyan air raid on 
N'djamena airport early yesterday, 
ordered troops and aircraft to the 
Chadian capital to back President 
Hissene Habre’s government in its 
fight against rebel forces. 

After yesterday’s raid by a (one 
Soviet-made Tupolev 22 bomber on 
N'djamena Airport, Defence Minis¬ 
ter Paul Guiles said France would be 
moving in aircraft and a “deterrent 
force" of troops. 

He did not specify which aircraft, 
but they seemed almost certain to be 
the Jaguar strike jets based in the 
neighbouring Central African Re¬ 
public, which carried out a raid on 
Sunday on Ouadi Down Airport in 
the rebel-held part of northern 
Chad. 

He said the force would include 
anti-aircraft “equipment” to be de¬ 
ployed around N'djamena Airport, 
where French planes would be sta¬ 
tioned “shortly" to defend the capit¬ 
al. 

r) QuiJes identified the aircraft that 
took part in this morning's raid as 
Libyan jets. 

Sunday's raid on Ouadi Doum was 
carried out on the direct orders of 
President Francois Mitterrand in re¬ 
sponse to a plea for help by Habre to 
fight off an offensive by the Libyan- 
backed rebels. 

A representative of the Chadian 
rebel Transitional Government of 
National Union (Gunt) said nine 
people, two of them pregnant 
women, were killed in the raid. 

Libya credited the rebels with 
yesterday's air raid, saying it was in 
retaliation for the French operation. 

(See Analysts, pax* 2) 

Death toll in 
Jo’burg unrest 
' now nine 

JOHANNESBURG (Reuter). - 
Four people died yesterday as bat¬ 
tles raged in a black South African 
township bordering affluent white 
suburbs, police said. __ _ 

A black policeman was found shot 
dead and a man and two youths were 
killed by police gunfire, bringing the 
official death toll in three days of 
violence m Johannsebuig's Alexan¬ 
dria township to nine. 

Police said “mobs of blacks" fired 
on them yesterday and them an and 
youths died as officers fired back. 

A policeman and a local govern¬ 
ment official were hurf when shots 
were fired at their homes. Six black 
men and a youth were wounded and 
arrested when business premises 
were petrol-bombed and a black 
g woman was arrested as bands of 
black people roamed the debris- 
strewn streets of the township. 

The official death toll throughout 
South Africa is 18 in three days of. 
some of the worst black protest vio¬ 
lence for two years. 

(Earlier story page 4) 



Post Middle East Affairs Staff 

The main objective of the Iranian 
attack across the Shatt at-Arab 
waterway that- began over a week 
ago appears to be to occupy the port 
of Basra. Iraq's second largest city, 
according to radio reports through¬ 
out the region yesterday. 

Amman radio said that Iran was 
massing 30 fully-equipped divisions 
for an attack. It said that the Iranians 
were trying to reach the suburbs of 
Basra hum the Iraqi naval base of 
Umm-Oasr to the south, which Iran 
claims to have surrounded, and also 
from the east. 

Amman radio added that the Iraqi 
high command was taking steps to 
thwart the Iranian thrust. The Jorda¬ 
nians 1 attention to the Iraqi plans in 
this broadcast indicated their deep 
concern about Iraq’s present posi¬ 
tion in the conflict. 

The broadcaster said that Iran 
might launch another attack in the 
centra] zone of the front or from the 
Huweiza marshes and Majnoon Is¬ 
lands northeast of Basra in order to 
ease Iraqi pressure on the Iranian 
forces fighting in the Shatt al-Arab 
area to the sourh. 

A senior IDF officer said yester¬ 
day in a briefing in Tel Avtv that Iran 
had massed more than 10 divisions of 
soldiers, revolutionary guards and 
volunteers for a possible humau- 
waw? attack on Iraqi units holding 
the road to Baghdad north of Basra. 

The IDF officer said that Iraq had 
about six to 10 divisions facing about 
10 to 14 Iranian divisions in the 
central area, the largest concen¬ 
trated in that sector. To block an 
Iranian drive, the Iraqis have 
flooded the area between the two 
armies with water, laid minefields, 
dug anti-tank ditches and built forti¬ 
fied positions. 

Six divisions on each side - with 
about 10.000 men in each division - 
were involved in the fighting around 
the Iraqi oil port of Faw which Iran 
captured several days ago. 
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By ROY ISACOWTTZ 
and AARON SITTNER 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Labour Party ministers kept up 
their campaign for ecomomic growth 
yesterday, following the raucous ex¬ 
change of insults with die Likud over 
the issue on Sunday, and Prime 
Minister Peres again blasted the 
Likud's economic record. 

Yitzhak Rabin said yesterday: 
“As defence minister, I very much 
want to see a change of course in the 
direction of growth.” Rabin was 
addressing a convention of students 
from IDF industrial schools. “We 
must assist both foiling factories and 
factories which do not frilly use their 
productive capacity,'' he said. 

Rabin made only a passing refer¬ 
ence to the cabinet session, advising 
the students to “learn from the gov¬ 
ernment's successes and not from its 
exceptions.” 

Economics Minister Gad Ya’aco- 
bi, the architect of the Labour Par¬ 
ty’s controversial growth program¬ 
me, was far more outspoken, accus¬ 
ing the Likud of implementing “in¬ 
sane, and irresponsible" policies 
while it was in power. 

Ya’acobi dismissed as “pathetic 
and cynical" the attempts by the 
Likud to turn the economic debate 
into an argument over rotation. The 
argument, he said, was over three 
goals: the struggle against unem¬ 
ployment, the need to expand ex¬ 
ports and the advancement of the 
development areas. 

Ya'acobi, who was touring Rishon 
Lezion, said his growth programme 
would not mean “opening the taps” 
but rather the reordering of spend¬ 
ing priorities. 

Ya'acobi was joined in his attack 
on the Likud by Peres, who said: “In 
seven years [of Likud rule], every¬ 
thing worthwhile in the economy 


was destroyed. Money was bor¬ 
rowed from abroad and doled out to 
the public irresponsibly.'' 

Speaking to members of Negev 
kibbutzim at Nahal Oz, Peres in¬ 
sisted that “the Labour Party did not 
come into being to fight the Likud, 
but to serve the country.” Renewing 
growth, he added, was intended pri¬ 
marily to “help development towns, 
prevent unemployment, advance in¬ 
dustry and save agriculture." 

Postponing economic growth until 
after rotation is “absurd," Police 
Minister Haim Bar-Lev told an I dm 
reporter yesterday. The figure gov¬ 
erning the beginning of growth is not 
October 13 but the 7.5 per cent of tile 
work-force who are unemployed, 
Bar-Lev said. 

In an informal briefing for econo¬ 
mic reporters in Jerusalem, Peres's 
dosest advisors said the premier was 
“dissatisfied with the politicization 
ofjhe ppljcy debate.over growth." 

Bu t one aide also reminded repor¬ 
ters that “seven out of the 10 Likud 
ministers who partidpated in the 
all-nigjht cabinet session at which the 
new economic programme was 
mooted opposed it outright - includ¬ 
ing a few who today praise it as a 
great success." 

The aides stressed that Peres’s 
suggestion of raising about $400m. 
to pump into the economy “has 
nothing to do with disturbing 
Israelis’ savings.” Rather, Peres bad 
in min d instituting a more liberal 
policy towards bond and stock issues 
by corporations, and allowing the 
cash-heavy pension funds — now re¬ 
quired to invest almost entirely in 
government debentures- to invest in 
corporate equities. 

The premier's aides said he is 
placing high hopes on his trip to the 
U-S. in April. 


Iranian thrust aimed at Basra 


|! 

flraq\ 


Hor ' 
al-Huwaiza 


Nasiriyah /My/ 

3 * 

Hqral-Hammarj 


w % 1 

4 Areas ! 

4 under 

control* 
Quma • of 3rd! 
division 1 


Susongerd 


Ahwaz 


L Shatt ' 

te A " b . 


Basra; 


National borders 


Zutair 

under controls^ 

of 7tihdi vision JJ 

Utnm Ar-Rassasls-i 


Two Israelis and SLA soldier captured in South 
Lebanon ambush; two SLA troops killed 


By JOSHUA BRILLIANT 
and HIRSH GOODMAN 
Post Defence Correspondents ■ 

Large numbers of xDF troops 
were reported to be scouring the 
central sector of Southern Leba¬ 
non last night in search of two ■ 
Israeli soldiers and a member of 
the South Lebanese Army, who 
were abducted by unidentified 
terrorists at 12:30 p.m. Two SLA 
men were killed in the incident. 

Tension in the area was reported 
to be very high late last night. 

According to Uoifil sources add 
reports from South Lebanon, at least 
600 Israeli personnel were said to be 
involved in the search that encom¬ 
passed 14Shi’ftevfflagesnorthof the 
Security Zone, up to a depth of 10 
kilometres from the Israeli border. 

Beirut television last night broad¬ 
cast a picture ofa man the announcer 
claimed was one of the abducted 
Israelis. The picture, however, was 
imfistmet, and by late last night 
Israeli officials could not confirm 
whether tiie man was indeed one of 
the abducted soldiers. Beirut televi¬ 
sion reported that the man was being 
held in a Barm hospital. 

The incident occurred near Beit 
Yahotm inside tile Security Zone 
just north of Bint Jabel in the central 
sector, when the two Israelis and the 
SLA man were travelling in one of 
three SLA vehicles on a routine 
patrol in the direction of Tibnin. As. 
the three-vehicle convoy rounded a 
bend in the road, an explosive 
charge went off next to the middle 
vehicle, killing the two SLA men 
. immediately, and slightly injuring an 
Israeli officer who was travelling 
with them. 

As the charge exploded, an un¬ 
known number of armed gunmen 
attacked the third and last vehicle in 
the convoy, and abducted the two 
Israelis and the SLA soldier in it. 
The occupants of the first vehicle 
escaped unhurt. By late last night it 
was still unclear whether or not they 
had opened fire on the attackers. 

The families of the two missing 
Israeli soldi ms were informed last 
night. 

Israeli reinforcements were heli¬ 
coptered to the scene of the clash 
within minutes. Israeli infantry 
troops were reported deployed on 
the main axes leading out of the 
security zone. 

Timor Goksel, the spokesman for 
Uoifil in Southern Lebanon, told 
The Jerusalem Post last night that 
there were sizeable IDF forces oper¬ 
ating north of the Security Zone. 
There had been no friction at aO, 
however, with UN forces stationed 
in the area, he said, nor had there 
been any reports of violent dashes 
by villagers in Che areas of the CDF’s 
operation. Goksel said the Israeli 



forces were composed of beliborne 
infantry units and mechanized patrol 
units. 

According to witnesses at the 
scene of the dash, the two Israelis 
and the SLA soldier were hustled 
into two Mercedes-Benz cars by the 
attackers, who drove away in the 
direction ofKafra Shakra, northwest 
of Bert Yahoan. It is assumed that 
the cars will try to make their way to 
the Beka’a, where the majority of 
the Pro-Syrian terrorist organiza¬ 
tions have their headquarters. 

It was undear last night, however, 
whether or not the terrorists had 
managed to get their hostages out of 
the Security Zone. 

The fact that by late last night no 
terrorist organization had directly 
accepted responsibility for the attack 
seems to suggest that the terrorists 
haven't.escaped. Had the hostages 
been “safely” within their grasp, an 
announcement would probably have 
been made.- - .. , - 

Reports from Beirut credit three 
organizations for the attack: Abu 
Moussa’s pro-Syrian FLO faction, 
the Lebanese Resistance Forces, 
and an organization called Members 
of the Lebanese Revolution. Late 
last night, another group, the “Isla¬ 
mic Resistance Movement” daimed 
it bad the two Israelis. Both were 
reportedly injured. 

. There was some speculation 
among defence sources that the 
organization behind the incident was 
Yasser Arafat’s wing of the FLO, 
which has recently started to re- 
establish itsdf in and around Skkm 
and the Ein Hiiwe refugee camp. 
Israel is currently holding several 
key members of Force 17, the dite 
Fatah unit, indudmg the deputy 
commander, who were intercepted 
at sea en route to Lebanon early last 
year. 


Talks In Amman and Cairo 
seek to end impasse 


Yesterday’s incident came as a 
shock to the senior echelons of the 
IDF and the Defence Ministry. 

Foreign reports have said there 
are as many as 300 Israeli troops 
permanently deptoyed in the 10- 
kilometre deep Security Zone since 
the IDFs formal withdrawal from 
Lebanon last . June. Some of these 
forces are attached to the SLA in the 
capacity of advisers, while others 
man IDF positions placed at 
strategic points in Southern Leba¬ 
non. The units that were attacked 
yesterday were patrolling along a 
well-travelled axis that connects cen¬ 
tral Southern Lebanon with the 
north.. 

The high price the terrorists have 
placed on Israeli hostages is seen by 
analysts here as a direct result of the 
“success" the terrorists have had in 
negotiating past prisoner exchanges. 
Following the Lebanese war: Israel 
exchanged a total of 6,55(1 Palesti¬ 
nian^ and Shi’ites for 12 Israeli sol¬ 
diers captured by terrorists, includ¬ 
ing last year’s exhange of 1,150 ter¬ 
rorists for three Israeli soldiers held 
by Ahmed Jibrfl’s Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine - Gener¬ 
al Command. ^ 

Initial reports from Lebanon fol¬ 
lowing the incident were extremely 
confused. The BBC quoted Reuter 
reporting that six Israelis were killed 
in the ambush, while other interna¬ 
tional news agencies quoted Beirut 
reports about major dashes between 
the IDF and members of the Irish 
battalion attached to Unifil. “Four 
columns of tanks” were also said to 
have “thrust into Lebanon. 1 ’ These 
clashes and reports were categorical¬ 
ly denied by Unifil spokesman Gok¬ 
sel last night. 


Shamir urges Jews 
still in Lebanon 


Post Middle East Staff 

King Hussein of Jordan and top 
Egyptian official Osama at-Baz, dis¬ 
cussed in Amman yesterday tbe out¬ 
come of President Hosni Mubarak’s 
recent talks in Cairo with PLO chair¬ 
man Yasser Arafat. 

Mubarak's meeting with Arafat 
yesterday was adjourned until today 
pending aKBaz's return to Cairo. 
The tafia are focused on ways to 
break the stalemate in Middle East 
peace efforts. 

No statements have been issued at 
the Cairo talks bat according to tbe 
BBCs Arabic service, Arafat has 
asked Egypt to convey to the U-S. 
government three formulae that 
would enable the PLO to join tbe 
peace process. 

Arafat declined to reveal anything 


about these formulae. But he has 
described as “positive" and “a step 
forward” the recent U.S. statement 
that the problem of the Palestinians 
was more than a refugee issue. Ear¬ 
lier he had voiced suspicions con¬ 
cerning the American statement. 
The BBC said that Mubarak sent 
these formulae to Hussein with al- 
Baz. bead of Mubarak’s political 
bureau, for consideration before the 
Cairo folks could go ahead. 

Arafat is sticking to Imposition on 
U.N. Resolutions 242 and 338. 
Palestinian sources in Cairo indi¬ 
cated. They said Arafat reiterated in 
the talks that the Palestinian lead¬ 
ership would only accept tbe resolu¬ 
tions in return for the guaranteed 
recognition of the “legitimate rights 
of the Palestinian people to self- 
determination." 


to get out 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 
KFAR TAVOR. - Israel has urged 
the remaining Jews in Lebanon to 
leave, and “if they still want to get 
out, we can help them,” Vice Pre¬ 
mier Shamir said here yesterday. 

Shamir was responding to the 
murder of a Lebanese Jew over the 
weekend, the third such killing in the 
last two months. A group calling 
itself the Organization of the 
Oppressed, on Earth has taken re- 
sponsiblity for ail the slayings. 

- Shamir, speaking to high school 
pupils in this Galilee town, said he 
couldn't understand why . any Jews 
had remained in Lebanon. “What 
are they doing there?” he asked. 
“Why are they sitting there? They 
had many chances to leave.” 

Shamir said Israel vl would respond 
to the killings. The killers wQl pay for 
their deeds." 


l t~ _ ^- 

The bottom arrow indicates tbe Iranian attack on Faw 
scene of tbe heaviest fighting at present in the war with In^-Utner 
arrows indicate other foci of Iranian offensive. Western diplomatic 
sources believe that the Faw assault Is only to tfivert Iraq s attention 
from the north — tbe area indicated by tbe two upper arrows — wnere 
they expect the main thrust of the Iranian attack to cook. Stadedarea 
shows Shatt al-Arab waterway Eeacfing info Ti^is and Euphrates 
Rivers. 

Fierce fighting continues along the air raids on Iranian positions con- 
Shatt al-Arab area, with turned, and that it had shot down an 

reports continuing to come from Iranian plane. . - . 

both sides. Iraq’s Foreign Minister Tanq Aaz 

Teheran radio announced yester- held talks in Moscow yesterday wth 
day thar Iranian forces were advauc- his Soviet countetpart Eduaro S be¬ 
ing towards Umm-Qasr close to vardnadze, during which hq re- 
Iraq's border with Kuwait, while viewed the recent Iranian attacks ill 
Baghdad stressed that the Iraqi the Shatt al-Arab region, 
forces are advancing in a three- The UN Security Council is ex- 
pronged attack towards the Gulf pecteti to hold a special meeting 
port of Faw. held by Iran. It added tomorrow to consider the Iraqi com?' 
that Iraq yesterday repulsed two plaint against Iran for refuting to 
Iranian attempts to block the Iraqi respond to the Initiatives'to end the.- 
advance. war between the two countries, now 

Iraq yesterday said that its heavy m its sixth year. (See story page 4) 


Celebrities lead UK protest for Soviet Jews 


By JERRY LEWIS 

Jerusalem Post Correspondent 

LONDON. - Acton, politicians, 
writers and clergymen staged a pro¬ 
test outside London's National 
Theatre yesterday, reading the 
names of over 9,000 Russian Jews 
who have been refused exit from the 
Soviet Union. 

On a windy wintry day with 
temperatures below zero, nearly two 
hundred personalities of stage, cine¬ 
ma, religion and politics participated 
in the Refuseniks roll call. 

Organiser, British playwright 
Tom Stoppard, expressed himself, 
well pleased at the interest shown 
not only by the public but especially 
the press and radio and TV. Live 
TV coverage started at dawn. 

The aim is to put pressure on the 
Russians to release Jews who want to 


leave the country. We feel the Rus¬ 
sians are sensitive to public opin¬ 
ion,” said Ariel} Handler, chairman 
■of Britain’s National Comical for 
Soviet Jewry. He said the daylong 
roll call was meant to alert Soviet 
opinion to the issue before tbe Soviet 
Union's Communist Party congress 
begins later this month. 

“The world of art and letters is 
patting pressure on Gorbachev to¬ 
day,” Handler said as the roll call 
began. 

The first reader was Misha Vol¬ 
khonsky. 19, who was allowed out of 
the Soviet Union in 1979 after a 
four-year campaign by his mother in 
the West to get him free. "The 
pressure on the Russians to allow 
more Jews out will come from pubfic 
opinion iirthe West rather than from 
Within the country,” he said. 


. XJS. Senator Bill Bradley flew to 
London just to read one page'of 
names before returning home. “We 
should not shy away from .the feet 
that the Soviets are not adhering to 
the Helsinki Accords,” Bradley 
said. 

“There is a hope that the Soviets 
will change their policy towards 
Soviet Jews. But it is equally impor¬ 
tant to remind the world that the 
regime has not changed," Bradley 


The first to appear at dawn were 
British comedy actor Peter Bowles 
and British author Richard Adams. 
"There is a spiritual value in the 
sacrifices' we are all making today. 
Perhaps the Russians will take 
notice,” Adams said. 

The list of readers included British 
opposition Labour Party leader Neil 


Kinaock. 

David Owen of the Social Demo¬ 
crats and David Steel, the Liberals 
leader also attended. Steel told The 
Post the concept of a roll call was 
-most imaginative" and provided a 
“dramatic impact.” As had been 
seen with Shcharansky, he added, 
“when public pressure is maintained 
. .we can have success.” 

The list of participants itself was a 
roll call of the British stage and 
screen, indudmg Lord (Lawrence) 
Olivier, Edward Fox, Susannah 
York, and Sir Michael Hordern, 
from the world of music Tim Rice, 
Andrew Lloyd Webber, Pete Town- 
shend, Frankie Vaughan and Johnny 
Dankworth, and writers ’Margaret 
Drabble, Jack Rosenthal, Kingsley 
Amis. Arnold Wesker and Alan SD- 
litoe. 
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THE WEATHER 


SOCIAL & PERSONAL 


The Jerusalem Trio is giving a be¬ 
nefit recital at 8:30 tonight on behalf 
of the Israel Lung and Tuberculosis 
League under the patronage of 
Health Minister Mordechai Gur at 
the YMCA in Jerusalem. 


ARRIVALS 


Anncue Dulzin. from a week of lectures in 
Madrid and Barcelona, on behalf oi Keren 
Havesod. 


Haim Badihi, veteran, 
settler, dies at 98 

TEL AVTV’ (Itim). - Haim Badihi, a 
member of the first Asefat 
Hanivharim, the supreme organ of 
the Jewish community during the 
British Mandate, and a Disting¬ 
uished -Citizen of. .Tel. Aviv., died 
yesterday.*'aged 98. .He i nurd grated 
to this countiy- from .Yemen .beiges 
World War I. 

His funeral is to leave at noon 
today from the Beit Ahim House, 37 
Rehov Harav Kook, for the Holon 
cemetery. 


2,000at funeral 
of alleged killer 

NET ANYA (Itim). - Close to 2,000 
Jews originating in the Caucasus 
came here yesterday from all over 
the country to bury Asher Asherov. 
a member of their community who 
was shot and killed last Thursday as 
he held a policeman hostage in the 
Netanya police lock-up. 

Asherov. 26. was being held on a 
charge of murdering an old man 
from Kfar Yona. 

Asherov seized a policeman and 
held him for several hours with a 
razor blade at bis throat, until be was 
shot by another policeman. A police 
investigator has been appointed to 
make a formal report on the inci¬ 
dent. 


Imposing Maccabi 

By DON GOULD 

The champions were in champion 
form last night. Maccabi Tel Aviv 
sparked off their National League 
basketball playoff series in spcctacu- 
lar fashion, blasting unhappy Macca- 
bi Ramat Gan 153-100 at the Yad 
Elivahu stadium. 

Maccabi were led m imposing manner by Lee 
Johnson and Kevin Magee who ripped the nets 
with 41 and 39 points respectively. Doron 
Jamcbee was not far adrift with 35 points. 

Hapoei Holon. lapped by Hahn Zlotfkman's 
36 points and Desi Barmore a s31. easily disposed 
of visiting Maccabi Haifa IZ3-1DI. The visitors 
were headed by Doran Sbefa with 36 points. 

In the tightest game ElHznr Netanya, led by 
Willy Sims with 30. fought off a stubborn BeUr 
Tel Aviv Ina 91-83 victory. Dwight Jones put In 
a tine 31 point effort in Beiar’s losing cause. 


Ancient boat recovered 
as U.S. envoy looks on 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 
KIBBUTZ GINNOSAR - U.S. 
Ambassador Thomas Pickering and 
local and foreign television crews 
watched yesterday as archeologists 
lifted most of an ancient wooden 
boat out of the bottom of Lake 
KJnneret. 

The boat was discovered last week 
when the lake's level dropped be¬ 
cause of the lack of rain. 

A senior official of the Antiquities 
Department has said that the vessel 
dates from the 1st century BCE. It is 
eight metres long and three metres 
wide. 

Archeologists worked through the 
night on Sunday in an attempt to 
complete the salvage operation be¬ 
fore the vessel is covered by the 
rising waters of the l*ake. 

A small earthen dam was built 
around the boat yesterday to hold 
back the waters. An American ex¬ 
pert in nautical archeology. Prof. 
Richard Stessy. is expected'to arrive 
tomorrow at the invitation of the 
Department of Antiquities. 


Libyan ‘madness 9 may be behind Chad offensive 


Is Gaddafi at it again? 

Following yesterday's air raid on the 
airport in the Chadian capital of 
N'djamena by a Soviet-made bom¬ 
ber- which France identified as a 
Libyan jet, the answer would appear 
to be yes. 

If a new Libyan-backed rebel 
offensive a gains t the government of 
President Hissene Habre is In the 
offing its aim would be to give the 
upper hand in the conflict with 
Habre to the rebel group Gunt 
(Gouvemment de l'unifo nation ale) 
led by Goukouni Oueddei, accord- 
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Chadian recognition of its 1973 
annexation of the Aozou Strip in the 
far north of Chad. 

Libya naturally wants to secure its 
southern hinterland, and would pre¬ 
fer a friendly - if not a puppet - 
government in N’djamena as an ally 


mg to Ya’acov Shimoni, an Arab ‘ against Western interests and 


affairs expert. But it is also possible 
that the latest rebel attacks, which 
began last week, are madness with¬ 
out method, and that they represent 
a bout of Libyan irrationality. 

Gaddafi is interested in toppling 
Habre because he opposes Libyan 
aspirations in the region. Foremost 
among these is Libya's desire for 


against other rival African, countries. 

Libya also seeks to advance Mos¬ 
lem interests in the region. It there¬ 
fore would like to control Chad, 
whose population is roughly split 
between Moslems and 'Christians. 
For the same reason it would like to 
control neighbouring Niger and 
Mali, which are both predominantly 


Moslem. 

Though Goukouni's rebels have 
not openly supported Libya's 
annexation of the Aozou Strip, Gad¬ 
dafi, who has the rebels “in his 
hand," feels they would be more 
responsive to Libyan needs. 

France, meanwhile, has commit¬ 
ted itself to Habre's government, 
and French prestige, therefore, rides 
on its continued survival. 

France has sent 2,100 troops to 
Chad from the Central African Re¬ 
public over the past few days. 

The conflict in Chad is a delicate 
matter for France. French President 
Francois Mitterrand was deeply 
embarrassed when Libya kept sever¬ 
al thousand troops in Chad in viola¬ 
tion of the mutual withdrawal agree¬ 
ment concluded between Paris and 
Tripoli in September 1984. 

Under the 1984 accord the rebels 
were not to advance beyond the 16th 
Parallel, which runs about 400 


kilometres north of N'djamena. The 
present offensive, of course, violates 
that accord. 

Chad, one of the'poorest countries 
in tropical Africa, is not economical¬ 
ly important to France. But France 
still sees itself as the protecting pow¬ 
er for French-speaking West Africa, 
and. as responsible for its peace and 
progress. “Imperial Interests'," says 
Shimoni, “die hard”. 

France also sees itself as the guar¬ 
dian of the region's Christians. 

The U.S. would also oppose a new 
Libyan-backed rebel offensive, for it 
is loath to see any increase in Libyan 
power and prestige. 

A strong rebel offensive could 
unseat Habre. A Moslem and a 
northerner, be does not enjoy'the 
full support of the country's Christ¬ 
ians. 

Besides, no ruler of Chad can 
exercise firm control so long as the 
country is riven by rebellion. 


Interior Minister critical of 
‘exaggerated business tax’ 


Panel to weigh need for 
Ashdod-Eilat railroad 



By ASHER WALLFISH 
Post Knesset Correspondent 
Interior Minister Yitzhak Peretz 
complained yesterday about the 
large discrepancy in the municipal 
business tax between one town and 
another, and said that the “exagger¬ 
ated business tax reflects the arbit¬ 
rary manner in which some mayors 
run their towns.” 

Peretz told the Interior Commit¬ 
tee tbat “some mayors just do what¬ 
ever they like when it comes to 
business taxes. We are checking the 
problem, and we shall issue instruc¬ 
tions accordingly to the municipal 
authorities." * 

The minis ter said that municipal 
rates on dwellings do not come 
under the price freeze regulations, 
according to the Justice Ministry and 


the Interior Ministry’s legal adviser. 

He said there was no alternative to 
the increase of 170 per cent in amona 
(municipal rates) on dwellings, 
mainly as a result of Treasury press¬ 
ure. 

Most members of the committee 
inveighed against the increase in the 
business tax, and also criticized the 
170 per cent rise in amona on dwell¬ 
ings. 

Later in the afternoon, the com¬ 
mittee issued a recommendation to 
Peretz to issue fresh instructions to 
the local authorities limiting the in¬ 
crease in all amona rates to a max¬ 
imum of 100 per cent. 

Ratepayers could not afford a 
higher increase, because of wage 
erosion and the general economic 
situation, the committee said. 


‘Mormon’s letter’ to fight Mormons 


By ARYEH RUBINSTEIN 
Post Knesset Reporter 

A public committee is about to be 
appointed to consider the feasibility 
of building a railroad from Ashdod 
port to Oat, Transport Minister 
Haim Corfu told the Knesset yester¬ 
day. The committee will be asked to 
submit its conclusions within three 
months. 

He said that it has been decided to 
change the status of the railway from 
a government-supported unit to a 
corporate body. But there will be an 
interim period in which a “railway 
council" will function, consisting of 
representatives of the Ports Author¬ 
ity, the government, and Israel Che¬ 
micals. 

The council will determine policy 
on the development of the railway. 
Corfu said that under the present 
system the rational development of 


the railway is being impeded. 

Discussing his ministry’s plans in 
the context of the budget debate. 
Corfu noted that in many countries a 
tax on petrol is the main source of 
funds for road development and 
maintenance. He said it is “unthink¬ 
able'’ that the subject of fuel prices 
should be discussed without the par¬ 
ticipation of the Transport Ministry. 

“Nothing would be fairer than to 
levy such a tax in Israel, since the 
payer of the tax is also the benefici¬ 
ary of the improved roads," he said. 

Corfu said that the present “frag¬ 
mentation" of authority and respon¬ 
sibility for road planning is responsi¬ 
ble for the neglect of road planning 
in the Greater Tel Aviv and Greater 
Haifa areas. The establishment of “a 
single overall framework" for road 
planning and development is a must, 
he declared. 


By ASHER WALLFISH 
Post Knesset Correspondent 
MK Avraham Verdiger 
(Morasha) yesterday used a letter 
from a Mormon in the U.S., allaying 
fears about Mormon missionary 
work in Israel, in order to prove the 
contrary. 

Verdiger’s communique to the 
press said the letter was signed by 
“the president of the Mormon 
Church in Salt Lake City." But the 
text of the letter Verdiger released is 


signed “A Mormon." 

The letter says that Mormons are 
“sincerely willing to postpone the 
missionary work in Israel as long as 
you find i^necessary.” 

It also says that “It is important for 
you to understand that your Mor¬ 
mon brothers deeply respect the 
Jewish people and would do nothing 
to jeopardize the feelings of mutual 
cooperation." 

(See story, page 3) 


Racism, terrorism bills in plenum today 


Rethink on Oh Calcutta ban 


By BERNARD JOSEPHS 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

The Him and Stage Censorship 
Board has decided to reconsider its 
ban on the nude musical Oh Calcut¬ 
ta- 

The board's'chairman Yehoshua 
Justman said it will give a hearing to 
New York producer Norman Kean 
who is here to fight the ban. 

Kean told a news conference in 
Tel Aviv he was “incensed that my 
musical, which so many people have 
seen, has been censored by some¬ 
one." 

He said he would try to persuade 
the 20-member board that Oh Cal¬ 
cutta has “redeeming social values. 
It's a no-holds barred presentation 
which makes sex funny and under¬ 
standable." 

If the board refused to change its 
opinion. Kean said, he would peti¬ 
tion the Supreme Court to overturn 
the ruling. 

Oh Calcutta, with its eight- 
member Broadway cast, is sche¬ 
duled for five weeks of performances 


here starting March 26. Said Kean: 
“Every person over the age of 18 
should have the free choice to decide 
whether he wants to see it or not." 

Justman said the board had agreed 
to ‘ think * again about the decision 
which was based on the view that the 
show is “pornographic and obscene." 

He said: “We reached our deci¬ 
sion to ban Oh Calcutta after viewing 
a video cassette of the show. There 
were some board members who had 
their doubts, but most were dearly 
against allowing the show to be 
staged here. 

“I left after the first part of the 
video, but then Td seen the show 
before, several years ago in New 
York. I didn't like it much then 
either." 

However, Justman stressed, the 
final verdict on Oh Calcutta will not 
be based on whether members of the 
board enjoy it but on whether it 
“offends moral norms.” 

Justman denied that the board 
came under religious or political 
pressure to ban the show. 


By ASHER WALLFISH 

Post Knesset Correspondent 

The plenum will today hear the 
second and third readings of the 
amendment to the Prevention of 
Terrorism Ordinance, which is in¬ 
tended to prohibit contacts between 
Israelis and offirials of the PLO and 
similar bodies. 

In what is seen as a package deal, 
the plenum will also hear the second 
and third readings of an amendment 
to the Criminal Code, making it an 
offence to publish incitement to rac¬ 
ism. 

The coalition executive yesterday 
reaffirmed an earlier decision oblig¬ 
ing all coalition members to vote for 
both measures as they stand, and not 


support any of the alternative drafts 
tabled by various opposition MKs. 

The executive agreed that should 
any coalition MK support an opposi¬ 
tion draft on any paragraph of either 
measure, none of the coalition fac¬ 
tions would need to remain commit¬ 
ted to total support for both mea¬ 
sures. 

This proviso means, in theory, 
that should any Likud MK stray 
from the committee version of the 
amendment prohibiting publication 
of incitement to racism, many Align¬ 
ment MKs would refrain from sup¬ 
porting the committee version of the 
measure prohibiting contacts with 
PJUQofficials.. .. ... 


A move to destroy suspects’ houses 


By BARBARA AMOUYAL 
For The Jerusalem Post 

Police Minister Haim Bar-Lev has 
asked Attorney-General Yitzhak 
Zamir to seek legal means to destroy 
the homes of suspects being held for 
the murder of Avraham Bayazi. the 
chief intelligence officer at the Kish- 
le police station in the Old City. 

In the past, only the houses of 
security offenders have been de¬ 
molished. However, no houses have 
been destroyed in Jerusalem in re¬ 
cent years, not even in security 
cases. 

According to Bar-Lev, Bayazi’s 
murder, although an underworld act 
not connected to any security affair, 
constituted a serious crime “that 


even the maximum penalty of life 
imprisonment cannot erase.” 

Bar-Lev insisted that destroying 
the homes of those suspected of 
Bayazi's murder will serve as a deter¬ 
rent to other Arab underworld fi¬ 
gures who “dare to contemplate the 
gangster-like killing of an Israeli 
police officer." 

Four suspects in the Bayazi mur¬ 
der including prime suspect Omar 
Faraj. live in Siiwan village, next to 
the Old Citv. 


CORRECTION 

HAIFA. - Zim's estimated net pro¬ 
fit for 1985 was $8.2 million and not 
$80m. as reported yesterday. 


No involvement in ‘nightmare 9 politics - Shcharansky 


Jerusalem Post Staff 
and Agencies 

Anatoly Shcharansky said in an 
interview yesterday that he had no 
plans to get involved in what he 
termed the “nightmare" of Israeli 
politics. “There are so many parties 
and divisions and so on, and it's not 
easy for me as a newcomer to under¬ 
stand all these problems deeply," he 
told CBS. 

“That's why I don’t think hi the 
years coming I will go deeply into 
politics in Israel," he said. 

After the interview Shcharansky 
told a friend in the studio that “I 
think A vital doesn’t like my last 
answer, that it's a nightmare.” 

“For you it is,” Avital interjected, 
and her husband replied, "Well, I 
answered for myself." 

The freed Prisoner of Zion, who 
gave four separate television inter¬ 
views yesterday, also refused to take 
a stand on Middle East questions. 
He focused on superpower issues 
and urged Western countries to 


Shipyard defiant 

By DAVID RUDGE 
HAIFA. - Israel Shipyards* workers 
vowed yesterday to continue their 
protest against the continued closure 
of the plant despite the risk of more 
arrests. 

Fifty-one workers were arrested on 
Sunday after demonstrating inside 
the customs and income tax offices in 
downtown Haifa. Twenty of them 
were released later that night. 

The remaining 31, who spent the 
night in a police lockup, were re¬ 
leased by the Haifa Magistrates' 
Court yesterday morning on bail. 

Police had asked for them to be 
remanded in custody for a further 
five days unless they promised not to 
create anymore public disturbances. 
But the court accepted the argument 
that the demonstration stemmed 
from an industrial dispute and that 
the workers were fighting for their 
livelihood. 


maintain pressure on the USSR to 
increase Jewish emigration. “No 
opportunity should be lost to move 
the Soviets along this road.” Shchar¬ 
ansky said. ~ ’ . 

He said that he and his wife Avit¬ 
al, reunited after 12 years, are get¬ 
ting along better than be dreamed, 
despite their political differences. 

"In fact we’ve never been sepa¬ 
rated and were always together... I 
dreamed about the future so much. 
Now all that happens is better than 
all the dreams," Shcharansky said on 
ABC’s Good Morning America 
programme broadcast from Jeru¬ 
salem. 

“I don’t think we've had any prob¬ 
lems or misunderstandings in these 
last six days," he said. Avital added: 
"He’s just the same, and we’re very 
happy to find out we're just the 
same." They looked at each other 
and smiled. * 

The Shcharanskys will begin a 
month-long vacation tomorrow. He 
refused to say where they will go. 


Bus driver Injured 
in grenade attack 

An Egged bus driver was slightly 
wounded yesterday evening when a 
home-made grenade that didn't ex¬ 
plode was thrown at his empty bus 
on the road from Bethlehem to Heb¬ 
ron. 

Troops called to the scene sear¬ 
ched the area, near Solomon's 
Pools, for remains of the device, but 
lart night were unable to find any 
evidence. They rounded up suspects 
from nearby bouses for questioning, 
but most were to be released, said an 
officer on the scene, after brief ques¬ 
tioning. 


AUCTION. - Magen David Adorn is 
to auction off items associated with 
this country's history which have 
been contributed to the organiza¬ 
tion. The auction will be held tomor¬ 
row in the Philatelic Association 
dubroom on Rehov Hess. Tel Aviv. 


joking that “this is the first time I am 
keeping a secret from the world 
press." 

Shcharansky said he expected to 
travel in about two months to the 
U.S.. where he said he owed a debt 
of gratitude to President Reagan and 
others who campaigned for his free¬ 
dom. 

New York Mayor Ed Koch said 
that he had invited Shcharansky to 
visit the dry and that he has 
accepted. 

In Moscow yesterday, a Jewish 
mathematician said he had asked 
U.S. Senator Edward Kennedy to 
intercede with Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev to enable his cancer- 


stricken wife to go abroad for treat¬ 
ment. 

Professor Naum Meiman, 74. who 
has been denied permission to emi¬ 
grate from the Soviet Union since 
1975. said he had met Kennedy pri¬ 
vately in Moscow when the Mas¬ 
sachusetts Democrat visited the 
Soviet Union earlier this month. The 
meeting occurred at the home of 
Prof. Alexander Lemer, another 
leading figure in Moscow’s commun¬ 
ity of Refuseniks. 

Meiman said the condition of his 
wife Inna. 53. who suffers from a 
cancerous tumour at the back of her 
neck, had drastically deteriorated in 
recent davs. 


We mourn the passing of our dear 

RENATE GRUENBAUM 

Widow of Dr. Heinz Gruenbaum 

Tommy, Ann, Oren and Ronan Gruenbaum' 
Bach, Dagan, Shikmoni and Benscher Families 

The funeral took place in London. 


To Leon Brenner 


Deepest sympathy on the death of your father 

Dan Ben Shmuel E. Brenner 

of Krashnik *■ 

Israel Association of former 
Residents of Krashnik and District 




Basil F. Bolt 


Suchimda Yangsnnthon 


New Zealand, Thai envoys accredited 


The new ambassadors of New 
Zealand and Thailand presented 
their credentials to President Herzog 
in separate ceremonies yesterday.. 

Both are non-resident ambassa¬ 
dors. 

New. Zealand Ambassador Basil 
Fr anklin Bolt is an experienced di¬ 
plomat, having served as an envoy of 
his country in Hungary, Poland, 
Romania, West Germany, Austria 
and Switzerland. While serving as 


ambassador to Israel, he will reside 
in The Hague arid continue to be 
New Zealand's ambassador to 
Sweden and the Netherlands. 

President Herzog is expected to 
visit New Zealand this fall as part of 
a trip to Oceania and the Far East. 

The new ambassador of Thailand. 
Suchimda Yangsunthon. 50, is resi¬ 
dent in Rome, and previously served 
as director-general of his govern¬ 
ment's department of legal affairs. 


Education Ministry to ask 

coin! to ban teachers 9 strike 


By JOEL REBIBO 
For The Jerusalem Post 
The Education Ministry is to ask 
the Labour Court in Jerusalem today 
or tomorrow to restrain the Secon¬ 
dary School Teachers’ Association 
from shutting down the country's 
12th grade classes on Sunday. 

“The union is party to the general 
wage agreement signed between the 
government and the Histadrut and 
is bound by it until the end of 
March," Ministry spokesman Yis- 
rael Cohen told The Jerusalem Post 
last night. “A strike is a breach of 
contract," he said. 

On February 3, Association head 
Shoshana Bayer announced that a 
series of warning strikes would be 
launched across the country, culmi¬ 
nating in a complete shutdown of the 
12th grade by February 23 unless the 


Treasury renews wage negotiations. 

This morning more than 5,000 
pupils in the North, including Kiryat 
Shmona, Nazareth, Safad, and 
Tiberias, will begin classes at 10:30. 

Repeated requests from Minister 
Yitzhak Navon and Director- 
General Eliezer Shmueli to Bayer to 
stop the strike have been ignored. 
Cohen said. 

“In principle, we agree with the 
teachers that their wages have been 
eroded more than in other sectors," 
said Cohen. “But there is no chance 
that the Treasury will negotiate with 
them now, so the only effect of the 
strike will be to hurt pupils." 

Bayer said that the latest ministry 
move is “easier than seeking a con¬ 
structive solution," but that if the 
court order is issued the union will 
honour it. 


Gindi pleads ‘not guilty 9 
in West Bank land fraud 


By BARBARA AMOUYAL 
For The Jerusalem Post 

Avraham Gindi, the Tel Aviv- 
based contractor charged with 
fraudulent West Bank land sales, 
breach of.trust, tampering with evi¬ 
dence .and. attempts to suborn wit¬ 
nesses, pleaded not guilty yesterday 
in the Tel Aviv District Court. 

Gindi has been in police custody 
since December 1, despite numerous 
appeals to be released on bail till the 
end of legal proceedings against him. 

Police escorts accompanying Gin¬ 
di to the sixth floor judge's chambers 
were careful to use the stairs, thus 
bypassing the corridor windows 
from which the contractor tried to 
jump in a suicide attempt over a 
month ago. 

Gindi admitted yesterday that 
several points made in the five-page 
charge sheet were indeed true, yet 
persisted in his plea of not guilty. 

He said tbat he had offered plots 
of land in the West Bank settlements 
of Kla'im and Lev Hashomron- 
Kramim at below market prices, 
with convenient terms, and that the 
full-page newspaper advertisements 
at the start of his campaign elicited 
great public interest. But he denied 
charges of false advertising. He said 
that, to the best of his knowledge, he 


had obtained all the government 
approval necessary to initiate such a 
campaign. 

Gindi also denied prosecution 
charges that his two companies deal¬ 
ing in the .West Bank setttemenfe 
were not legally registered' witii ihe 
Interior Ministry. - - '* ’ 

Gindi admitted that he had cancel¬ 
led contract agreements in Novem¬ 
ber, 1983 and March. 1984 with the 
Sbamai and Dekel companies, but 
denied that he foiled to inform his 
clients of the cancellation and that he 
continued collecting money, insist¬ 
ing that the land would soon be 
developed ^ promised. 

Gindi also pleaded not guilty to 
charges that he had purposefully 
falsified evidence with intent to 
throw off police investigators. Pro¬ 
secuting attorneys Rahel Shiver and 
Dorit Sbapira charged that Gindi 
asked land dealer Shmuel Einav, 
owner of the Dekel company, to sign 
false contracts clearing him from 
incriminating land deals with Einav. 

Over 67 witnesses are slated to 
appear for the prosecution against 
Gindi, among them former clients 
and West Bank land dealers Einav 
and Avraham Sbamai. 

The decision on the date of the 
trial was postponed until next week. 


Peres asks Zamir to rule on demolitions 


Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
ye'sterday requested Attorney- 
General Yitzhak Zamir's opinion on 
how to proceed with the demolition 
of illegal structures in the Arab sec¬ 
tor. 

Peres noted in a letter to Zamir 
that many court orders for the de¬ 
molition of such buildings had not 
been implemented over the years, 
and that an interministerial commit¬ 
tee had recently been appointed to 


examine the question. 

Last week Justice Minister Moshe 
Nissim complained to Peres that 
Minister-without-Portfolio Ezer 
Weizman had intervened in several 
cases to prevent demolition orders 
from being carried out. 

Peres asked Zamir to rule on how 
to proceed with' the demolition 
orders until the committee finishes 
its work. (Itim): 



Darche Noam/David Shaped College 
and 

, Midreshet Rachel/College for Women - 

express their deepest sympahties to their colleague and 

teacher 

Rabbi Yrsroel Wohlgelemter, 
his wife Devorah, 
and their family 

- at the conclusion of the Shivah 
few their beloved daughter 

CHANNAH PEREH 

May you be comforted amoung the mourners of 
Zion and Jerusalem. 


With deep sorrow, we announce the death in London on 
February 14, 1986, of our beloved husband, father and 

grandfather 

HUGO (Bubi) BRUCK 

aged 95. 

Aristia (Tutzl) Bruck 
Adrian and Miriam Bruck 
Lya and Paul Lynton 

■B7443B9 Robert, Michausl and Sandra 
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at they’re fighting now is 

the ‘post-rotation’ battle 


that 'is n h^. e f Pre ; TOtati ™ battle" 

[0 B /,“S the “growth" dispute 

ails at,cm P t to provoke a 
C H SI ? and preempt rotation Likud 

^^^Jingover^eiro^ 

acl ? ieve po'tocal ends. 
2^°“ ,s no ,on 8er the issue - at 
4S ^ this stage and in the 

the ec °nomic-politicaJ 
KjSft h®tween Labour and the 
Ufcud is not rotation but the political 
gwce m the post-rotation era! 
taeb party is attempting to create 
optimal conditions for itself, in anti- 
opation of the changed political 
reabty once Prime Minister Shimon 
roes hands over office to Vice- 
Premier Yitzhak Shamir. 

,ater ' e,ect ions will have 
to be heid. When they are. the public 
will have to judge which party was 
responsible for the policies of the 
national unity government, who 
should get the credit or be blamed 
As Peres said last week. Labour is 
determined to avoid the creation of a 
public perception that “Labour is 
the party that makes cuts, and the 
Likud the party that distributes.” 

Labour fears that the Likud insist¬ 
ence on prolonging economic auster¬ 
ity will last only as long as it takes for 
Shamir to assume his seat in the 
Prime Minsiter’s Office. After that, 
it is assumed, the Likud will begin 
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dispensing economic largesse, as a 
means of buying the allegiance of the 
voters. 

Finance Minister Yitzhak Moda’i 
and Industry and Trade Minister 
Ariel Sharon already have a fond of 
some S100 million at their disposal. 
The finance minister is attempting to 
get his hands on a similar amount 
that is expected to be freed by the 
drop in oil prices. 

Other reserves are building up in 
Likud-controlled ministries, such as 
housing, transport and labour. Ener¬ 
gy Minister Moshe SbahaJ estimates 
that the Likud will have close to $1 
billion at its disposal by the end of 
the vear. 

Labour, by contrast, controls the 
“economically deprived “minist¬ 
ries.” Neither defence, education, 
health nor agriculture will be in any 
position to bestow favours on the 
population. The only Labour-held 
ministry which could conceivably do 
so is energy, which explains the 
running battle between Shahal and 
Moda'i. 

Behind Labour’s demand that 
economic growth begin now, lies the 
dear realization that the party must 
get a piece of the political action 
while it can. After next October will 
be too late. 

At the same time. Labour suspects 
Moda'i of attempting to cripple the 
Labour movement's economic en¬ 
terprises by means of high interest 
rates. The party draws much of its 
economic power and mass support 
from giant concerns such as Koor 


Mormon ‘agents’ reportedly leaked 
papers to opponents of centre here 


By HAIM SHAPIRO 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
An undercover agent in Salt Lake 
City, in the heart of the Mormon 
Church, has been regularly leaking- 
documents from the church branch 
in Jerusalem to opponents of the 
controversial Brigham Young Llni- 
versity centre on Mt. Scopus. 

This is the view of Dr. David 
Galbraith, resident director of the 
BYU programme in Jerusalem, for 
which the centre is intended, and 
president of the Jerusalem branch of 
the church. Such a possibility adds 
yet another element of intrigue to 
the atmosphere of mystery and vio¬ 
lence which has plagued the Mor¬ 
mon Church recently.* . . 

In a widely publicized incident last 
year in Salt Lake City, two dealers in 
church-related documents were 
murdered and another apparently 
narrowly escaped a bomb attempt. 
Later, the third dealer. 30-year-old 
Mark Hofmann, was charged with 
the murders, apparently motivated 
by a desire to cover up his forgeries 
of such documents. 

The documents from the Jeru¬ 
salem branch have been circulated 
by opponents of the project, and in 
particular by Yad Le’achira. an 
ultra-Orthodox anti-missionary 
organization. This week, the Jeru¬ 
salem documents - which are not 
connected with the Salt Lake City 
documents - made up a major part of 


a “secret report,” advising Religions 
Affairs Minister Yosef Burg that the 
BYU centre should be stopped. 
Burg has forwarded the report to the 
attorney-general's office. 

Galbraith, who has long been 
aware that the papers were being 
made public, yesterday told The 
Jerusalem Post that it was unlikely the 
leak came from Jerusalem. “These 
are papers which we no longer have 
in our possession here. They are 
primarily of historical interest,” he 
said. 

He added that they were evidently 
made available by “someone who 
has the trust” of the church officials, 
in Salt Lake Cityi Siiice additianaj : 
papers cotftiniled to a^ehr^ Gal- ■ 
braith said, he could only conclude 
that they were coming from some¬ 
one who was actually working in the 
church archives. He did not suggest a 
motive for this activity. 

The report deals with information 
gleaned from the church records, as 
well as apparent irregularities in the 
Israel Lands Administration in deal¬ 
ing with the allocation of some of the 
land for the project. Burg, who is 
head of the intenninisterial commit¬ 
tee dealing with the centre, has de¬ 
ferred any decision by the committee 
for about a week, until the attorney- 
general rules on the relevance of the 
material. 

When confronted with Galbraith’s 
supposition, Mosbe Dan, a Yad • 



Le’acbim activist, admitted that the 
papers had arrived from Salt Lake 
City, but be said they arrived by 
mail, with only a post office box as 
tiie return address. Dan would not 
discount the supposition that the 
sender was a Christian opponent of 
the Mormon Church, who had 
wormed his or her way into the 
church administration. 

Objections to the centre and to its 
sponsoring body, the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 
(Mormon), focus on accusations that 
the church, which is known for its 
energetic and highly successful pro- 
selytism around the world, has hopes 
’ofusmgfhe new centre Tor mission^ 
ary aims. A series of disclaimers and 
written undertakings by BYU and 
church officials that the centre will 
not be used for missionary activities 
have not quieted the critics, who 
claim that the church documents 
prove the contrary. 

These papers include reports, re¬ 
cords and letters from the Jerusalem 
branch from about 1972 to 1977. 
They appear to reflect the evolution 
of the church in Israel from the days 
when the first representatives came, 
eager to engage in full-time prosely¬ 
tizing. During that period, the docu¬ 
ments show, tire church was anxious 
to build a visitors’ centre, similar to 
others around the world, where 
Israelis and foreign tourists alike 
would come and learn about the 
Mormon faith, while names and 
addresses listed in a visitors’ book 
would serve as objectives for door to 
door missionaries. 

The reports also speak of 
approaches to potential converts, of 
contacts with local Hebrew- 
Christians and of the baptism in the 
Siloam Poo] of one “Avraham ben 
Avraham,” a convert. All this, the 
opponents say, is proof of the Mor¬ 
mons’ intention to convert Israelis 
and proof that they bed when they 
said they had never converted any 
Israelis. 

Galbraith says that over the 17 
years that Mormon representatives 
have been' in Israel, they examined 
the possibility of missionary activity 
and concluded that it was “not in our 
interest or that of the church or of 
the Stale of Israel.” 

“There have been conversions, 
but not as a result of a missionary 
programme. It was of individuals 
who came to us,” Galbraith told The 
Post. He added that there bad never 
been any assertion that no conver¬ 
sions took place in Israel. 


home news in brief 


Damages to be paid to explosion victims 


and Solel Boneh. Were those con¬ 
cerns to go under, or even to cut 
back significantly. Labour's influ¬ 
ence would be correspondingly 
weakened. 

The crisis in Solel Boneh, the 
Histadnit-owned construction giant, 
is a case in point. Were the company 
to begin laying off workers, the ire of 
those left jobless would be directed 
not primarily at the government but 
at their employer - the Histadrut 
and, by inference, the Labour Party. 

Labour is determined, therefore, 
to save its economic base - as well as 
its popularity - by reducing interest 
rates and freeing sources of invest¬ 
ment. There is little doubt in Labour 
that as much will be done by the 
Likud after October, but that, of 
course, is too late. 

Paradoxically, by insisting that 
economic austerity be maintained 
for the time being, Moda’i could be 
priming a time-bomb for his party. If 
things continue at their present rate, 
unemployment is expected to exceed 
10 per cent by the end of the year. 
That would pose a serious social 
threat to the Shamir government. 

No matter what resources the 
Likud has at its disposal, it will have 
difficulty in alleviating the unem¬ 
ployment problem in the short-term. 
Factories can be closed and workers 
left jobless overnight, but re¬ 
employment and growth is a long¬ 
term process. 

At least one senior Labour figure 
believes that rotation could work to 
Labour’s benefit. In his scenario, 
Shamir will be faced with unemploy¬ 
ment of such dimensions that he will 
have to call elections within six 
months of rotation. If that is the 
case, the voters might still remember 
Labour's struggle to promote growth 
and limit unemployment. 
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A woman soldier calls home from the first public telephone installed at 
the soldier’s hitch-hiking post at the entrance to Jerusalem. The 
phone, dedicated yesterday by Communications Minister Amnon 
Rubinstein (left) and Mayor Teddy Kollek, is one of many public 
phones put up recently at hitch-hiking posts around the country. 

.(Zoom 77 ) 

Jerusalem to speed up 
its postal deliveries 

By JUDY SIEGEL machine, whose rubber belts and 

Jerusalem may soon lose its du- metal rollers place 25,000 letters an 
bious distinction as the city with the hour in face-up order, cancelling the 
slowest mail delivery, with the rntro- stamps, dividing Israel-addressed 
duction of specially designated post- mail from foreign-addressed mail 
boxes for local mail. (through phosphor censors acting on 

Within a month or two, yellow the stamps), and spitting out 
postboxes will be placed in various irregular-sized envelopes that must 
parts of the city, next to the regular be sorted by band, 
red postboxes. The yellow boxes will Bezek announced that, by the end 

be for local mail. This system, simi- of this year, a highly sophisticated 
lar to that used in parts of Europe computerized system will be instai- 
and the U.S., should result in 24- led in Jerusalem for the “16” phone- 
bour delivery. repair exchange. The American sys- 

During a tour yesterday of postal tem will be able to “diagnose” the 
and telecommunications facilities in problem with the phone while the 
the capital. Communications Minis- caller is on the line, register the 
ter Amnon Rubinstein toid Mayor complaint and order a repair. in- 
Teddy Kollek that the city has slow stead of merely marking the corn- 
mail delivery because the works plaint on acardasis done today. The 
committee refuses to let manage- system will scan the phone system 
ment hire outside contractors to de- automatically to sport problems and 
liver the mail. He hopes to break order repairs, 
down the workers' opposition, or to Mayor Kollek congratulated the 
solve the problem when the planned minister on improvements in corn- 
postal authority takes over the munications in the capital, including 
ministry’s postal operation. more public phones and a shorter 

At the Givat Shaul sorting centre, queue for installations. But he did 
officials saw the operation of a complain about long waits in the 
$500,000 Japanese-made sorting Arab sector. 


Pride in ‘my Egypt’ 


By DAVID HOROVITZ 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Knut M. Hansson has been a suc¬ 
cessful actor/director/writer in Nor¬ 
way for 47 years and has lived there 
for 55 years, yet when President 
Sadat made his historic visit to 
Israel, Hansson still took pride in 
“my Egypt.” 

_“My father was a judge in Egypt, 
and we only moved to Norway when 
I was 11.” Hansson says. “One's 
childhood feelings always remain 
strong, and when Sadat came to 
Israel I was so happy that it was my 
Egypt that had made peace. I even 
sent a bouquet of flowers to the 
Egyptian Embassy." 

Hansson, a blue-eyed, silver- 
haired man, is chairman of the 
Norwegian Friends of Israel, known 
as Med Israel for Fred (With Israel 
for Peace), an organization with “a 
still-growing membership of over 
2,000.” 

There are only some 800 to 1,000 
Jews in Norway, Hansson says, and 
the general public neither knows nor 
cares a great deal about the Middle 
East or Israel. 

On the campases, however, PLO 
propaganda does have an effect on 
students. Hansson sees the main role 
of his organization as being to com¬ 
bat such propaganda, “to explain 
and inform about Israel.” Last 
week’s conference of pro-Israel 
friendship leagues in Jerusalem, was 
a tremendous help, he says, because 
in order to fulfil its task properly, his 
organization must have the most 
accurate and up-to-date information 
on Israel and its policies. 

“We have to ask the speakers 
difficult questions about civil rights 
for Arabs, and so on, because these 
are the areas in which we are asked 
questions.” 

Hansson says be got involved in 
the friendship organization as a re¬ 
sult of his own experiences in World 
War II and “a feeling of shame about 
how the Christians have treated the 
Jews in the past." 

A member of the resistance in 
Norway, Hansson was arrested and 
deported to Germany. “And now 
they are trying to prove that the 
Holocaust never happened. I find 
this revolting.” 


In 1947, Hansson went to Egypt, 
to see his country of birth'. He also 
visited Palestine, to which he has 
returned six times. This week he is 
returning to Egypt for the first time 
since 1947. ‘'There were 12 million 
people living there when I was-there 
and it was crowded. I can't imagine 
what it's like now with 50 million.” 
..'.On stage, Hansson has played 
most of.,the lead Shakespearian 
roles. He has also starred in works by 
Ibsen, Pinter, and “far too many 
others to list. ” As he recently told his 
friend and fellow Norwegian Liv 
Uliman, “You are famous every¬ 
where, I have to make do with a little 
fame in Norway.” 

“Still,” be says, “I am sure some 
readers will know of me, as long as 
you don’t leave out the M. They 
know me as Knut M.” 


HAIFA (Itim). - The Defence 
Ministry has agreed to pay 
NIS 205,000 in compensation to a 
brother and sister who were serious¬ 
ly injured and disfigured when a 
shell exploded on an IDF firing 
range in western Galilee. The out- 
of-court settlement between the par¬ 
ties was approved yesterday by the 
district court here. 

In May 1982 the brother and sister 
- who were then 13 and 16 respec¬ 
tively _ followed a puppy into the 
area used as a firing range, near 

Drugs, gems, cash 
confiscated in Tel Aviv 

TEL AVIV (Itim), - A large quanti¬ 
ty of heroin, cocaine, diamonds, 
gold, and thousands of dollars in 
t-ach were confiscated by police after 
a 42-year-old man was stopped for 
questioning near a bank in the Yad 
Eliahu neighbourhood yesterday. 

The man had $49,000 in cash on 
his person. Police who searched his 
home found a safe hidden under the 
floor which held 289 grams of heroin 
(street value of about $87,000), 36 
grams of cocaine (valued at 
$11,000). $69,000 in cash, diamonds 
and other jewels A 26-year-old Tel 
Aviv man who was staying in the 
apartment had watches, gold chains 
and jewels concealed on his person. 

Border policeman gets 
four years for theft 

BEERSHEBA (Itim). - A Border 
Policeman was sentenced to four 
years’ imprisonment by the district 
court here on 14 counts of theft from 
containers he was supposed to be 
guarding at Ashdod Port. 

Rav-Samal (First Sergeant) David 
Liani, 25, of Ashdod was convicted 
of the thefts which took place over a 
period of months between 1984 and 
1985. His alleged partner in crime, 
also a Border Policeman, is to stand 
trial soon. 

3 terrorists get life 

LOD (Itim). - Three terrorists from 
East Jerusalem, whose bomb attacks 
in Jerusalem wounded a total of 12 
persons, including a young boy, 
were sentenced to life imprisonment 
on Sunday by the Military Court 
here. 

Jawad Abo Hadwan, 41, Raleb 
Abu Hadwan, 30, and Jawales Jaber 
Jalil Najib. 34, were convicted on 19 
counts, inducting membership in a 
terrorist organization, and planting 
explosives in various locations in 
Jerusalem, causing the casualties 
and extensive damage. 

The child was injured when one of 
the terrorists’ bombs went off at a 
bus stop, severing his heel. Aluf- 
Mishne (Col.) Aharon Alperin, in 
passing sentence, said that severe 
punishments were necessary in the 
battle against terrorists whose main 
targets were innocent civilians. 

HERZL. - Improvements have been 
completed at the gravesite of 
Theodor Heizl, founder of the polj- ' 
tical Zionist movement, on Jeru¬ 
salem’s Mt. Heizl, the World Zionist 
Organization announced. 


Bustau Hagaiil. The boy picked up 
an unexploded shell, but dropped it, 
causing it to explode, when he was 
startled by shooting in the area. 

The brother and sister charged the 
Defence Ministry with negligence in 
a damage suit filed on their behalf . 
claiming that the firing range was not 
fenced off and that there were no 
warning signs. The Defence Ministry 
responded that the children’s pa¬ 
rents were negligent in not warning 
them to stay out of the area and to 
avoid picking up strange objects. 

Quiz on Jewish heroism 

Some 400 Israeli high-school 
pupils are to participate in the first 
International Quiz on Jewish Hero¬ 
ism During World War II, to be held 
this afternoon in Jerusalem, Haifa, 
Tel Aviv and Ashdod. The three 
finalists will be invited to compete 
with regional winners from around 
the world in a televised quiz to be 
held on the eve of Holocaust Memo¬ 
rial Day in Jerusalem. 

“An "international quiz is a way of 
passing on knowledge of the Holo¬ 
caust to youth in Israel and abroad,” 
said Avraham Hirchson, chairman 
of the organizing committee. 

More than 1.5 million Jews fought 
against the Nazis, according to Heb¬ 
rew University Prof. Yisrael Gut¬ 
man, whose work is being used as a 
source text. 

This figure includes ghetto fight¬ 
ers. partisans and Jews who fought in 
the U.S., British and Russian 


Legal aid for women 

TEL AVIV. - An agreement 
reached between Na’araat, the His- 
tadrut women's organization, and 
the Israel Bar Association will make 
the services of 49 lawyers around the 
country available to women who 
cannot pay for legal advice on marit¬ 
al problems. 

Bail for chief suspect 

The head of the Jerusalem Li¬ 
cence Registration Bureau, Yosef 
Bajayo, who was arrested two weeks 
ago as a suspect in the bribery case 
involving bureau employees and 
driving teachers, was released on 
bail of NIS 10.000 yesterday. (Itim) 

Bogus policemen steal 
valuables in ‘search’ 

TEL AVIV (Itim). - Two people 
here fell victim on Sunday night to 
swindlers posing as policemen who 
searched them and then made off 
with their valuables. 

The first incident occurred when a 
woman dressed in a- police uniform 
approached Ronit David as she was 
walking on a street near her home. 
The woman took three rings and a 
gold rham from her during a “search" 
and then disappeared. 

In the second incident, three men 
who said they were policemen 
approached Safi an Abu Kalina as he 
was waiting for a taxi to Gaza. They 
took NIS50 from him during a 
“search” and hurriedly left the 
scene. 


Tel Aviv bank seeks 

English Typist 

to operate a telex machine 
and handle office work. 

★ Bagrat certificate 

★ Thorough knowledge of English 

★ Basic Hebrew 

★ Resident in the Tel Aviv district 

Details from Tael Cohen, 

TeL 03-636404,9 a jxl -12 noon. 


msm^orn 


LOST DOG 

(Yorkshire Terrier) 

A reward is offered to the finder of a dog lost on Sunday, Feb. 16 at 
midday, in the Savyon area. It was wearing a red collar. 

Home: 03-352896,03-353541. Office: 03-251116. 
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In wake of S. Africa’s bloody weekend 

Death toll rises, hundreds held 


Tuesday, February 18,1986 


| Eyewitness account 


TOta**-"* P “ g ' F0 " 


JOHANNESBURG (Reuter). - At 
least 1? people died and nearly 700 
were arrested in one of South Afri¬ 
ca's bloodiest weekends since rioting 
began two years ago. And yesterday 
two more people were killed. 

The violence was reported from 
racially-segregated townships across 
the nation. 

Five blacks died in Alexandra 
near Johannesburg, a poor township 
on the edge of affluent white sub¬ 
urbs. in two days of fierce fighting 
between riot police firing shotguns 
and tear gas and crowds of roaming 
black youths, a police tally showed. 

Police said the violence, which 
began after a funeral on Saturday, 
continued overnight with crowds 
stoning and petrol bombing riot pat¬ 
rols. government offices, buses, 
cars, factories and business premis¬ 
es. 

Yesterday two alleged anti- 
government guerrillas were killed 
and two policemen wounded in gun 
battles near Port Elizabeth, Com¬ 
missioner of Police General Johan 
Coetzee said in a statement. 

The statement said both the dead 
men and two other blacks who were 
arrested were members of the out¬ 
lawed African National Congress 
(ANC). 

A man allegedly in possession of a 
Soviet-made hand grenade and a 
revolver was arrested in Zwide 
township, the statement said. In a 


follow up operation at nearby New 
Brighton, police were fired on with 
an AK-47 rifle. 

They returned fire, killing one 
man, and they arrested another. A 
policeman was shot four times in the 

leg- 

In another incident in the 
township of Little Soweto, a hand 
grenade was hurled at police when 
they entered a wooden hut. One 
policeman suffered shrapnel wounds 
to his arms and legs. 

Police opened fire, killing a man in 
the hut where another hand grenade 
and a Makarov pistol were found, 
the statement said. 

The riots took the death toll to 
over 1410 since the first victim in the 
current cycle of unrest was killed on 
February 13,1984. 

Over 300 people have died this 
year despite emergency rule 
clamped on riot-torn areas last July 
to contain the unrest. 

Police in armoured vehicles ringed 
Alexandra yesterday while com¬ 
bined police and army foot patrols 
ranged through the dusty township. 

A small clinic, which normally 
provides basic health care for blacks, 
was turned into an emergency 
casualty centre to which a convoy of 
ambulances carried victims of the 
unrest, eyewitnesses said. 

In other overnight violence police 
firing pistols killed a black woman 
when they dispersed about 250 


blacks marching on white suburbs of 
Graaff-Reinet in Cape Province. 
Seven other people were killed in 
scattered incidents across the coun¬ 
try. 

Police said they arrested 641 peo¬ 
ple holding an alleged illegal gather¬ 
ing near Johannesburg, and fired 
shotguns and tear gas to disperse 
rampaging crowds. Witnesses said 
those arrested were jobseekers who 
had arranged meetings with poten¬ 
tial employers. 

In Cape Town, three members of 
a commonwealth group trying to 
promote dialogue between the 
white-dominated government and 
the 74 per cent black majority met 
Foreign Minister Pik Botha and 
Constitutional Development Minis¬ 
ter Chris Heunis. 

But the trio - former Australian 
prime minister Malcolm Fraser, ex- 
Nigerian head of state General 
Olusegun Obasanjo and World 
Council of Churches president 
Dame Nita Barrow - kept a low“ 
profile and avoided contact with the 
media. 

Police were meanwhile investigat¬ 
ing an explosion at a black township 
near Pretoria in which an anti-riot 
armoured vehicle was damaged. 

Local press reports said it might 
have run over a mine, which would 
be the first known use of the device 
in black-township unrest. Police 
could not confirm this. 
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Habib in talks with Marcos, Aquino I Kohl accused of lying 


MANILA (Reuter). - U.S. envoy 
Philip Habib met President Ferdi¬ 
nand Marcos and opposition leader 
Corazon Aquino in separate meet¬ 
ings yesterday as he assessed the 
political situation in the Philippines 
after disputed elections. 

Marcos said in a statement that 
Habib assured him he was not in 
Manila to interfere in Philippine 
affairs. An Aquino spokesman said 
she gave the veteran troubleshooter 
“an earful" of advice and told him 
she would press her claim to the 
presidency 

Aquino said yesterday she was the 
rightful president of the Philippines 
and pledged to intensify efforts to 
topple Marcos. 

In the first of a series of radio 
broadcasts, she said Marcos stole the 
February 7 election from her 
through fraud and violence. 

In other developments; a group of 


reform-minded military officers 
appealed yesterday to their 
"brothers in uniform” not to mis¬ 
treat or use force on "innocent and 
freedom-loving Filipinos” in the 
aftermath of the election. 

Hie military officers, members of 
the "Reform armed forces of the 
Philippines” movement, said there 
were “serious indications that the 
people's will had been thwarted "by 
fraud, terrorism and murder.” 

The semi-secret reform group, 
which claims that 60 per cent of the 
entire junior officer corps are mem¬ 
bers, was launched early last year 
with the avowed aim of removing 
graft and corruption and profes¬ 
sionalizing the 250,000-strong milit¬ 
ary. 

Also yesterday about 1,000 Uni¬ 
versity of the Philippines faculty and 
students said they would boycott 
classes indefinitely to protest “milit¬ 


ary atrocities” related to the elec¬ 
tion. 

Banking sources said there were 
heavy withdrawals from the banks 
yesterday and San Miguel brewery 
and food company shares dropped 
by an average three pesos (15 U.S. 
cents) per share on the stock ex¬ 
change following Aquino's call to 
Filipinos to boycott the Marcos- 
backed banks and company. 

Meanwhile. General Fabian Ver 
will stay on as Philippine armed 
forces chief of staff until March I, 
the presidential palace said yester¬ 
day. 

Marcos announced on Sunday 
that Ver, his cousin and close con¬ 
fidant, had resigned and that his 
deputy, lieutenant-general Fidel 
Ramos, also a relative, would take 
over as acting chief. (AP, Reuter, 
AFP) . 


BONN, (Reuter). - State prosecu¬ 
tors in Coblenz said yesterday they 
were opening legal proceedings 
against West German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl over allegations that 
he gave false testimony to a par¬ 
liamentary corruption inquiry. 

Prosecutor Hans Seeliger said the 
proceedings were based on charges 
by Otto Schily, a leader of the 
opposition Green's Party, that Kohl 
misled a probe by the state Parlia¬ 
ment of Rbineland-Palatinate into 
illegal party donations. 

The decision anounced 11 months 
ahead of West German elections, 
marked the first time in more than 20 
years that an incumbent chancellor 
has been under investigation by state 
prosecutors. 


Schily has alleged that Kohl, who 
appeared before the corruption 
probe last July, gave false testimony 
when be said he was unaware that a 
private research foundation was 
used to channel funds to his Christ¬ 
ian Democratic Party. 

Kohl has dismissed Schily's 
charges and called them "mud- 
slinging” at the start of the campaign 
for next January's election, in which 
the centre-right coalition appears to 
have strong chances of being re¬ 
turned to office. 

The State Prosecutor's Office in 
Bonn said yesterday it was examin¬ 
ing a second charge by Schily that 
Kohi gave false tesimouy to a Bonn 
parliamentary probe in 1984 when 
he denied receiving party donations 
from the giant Flick concern. 


U.S. space chief‘removed’ 


HASHARON 


NETANYA’S LARGEST FURNITURE EXHIBITION 


2 FULL FLOORS —-1,000sq.m. 

JUST ARRIVED!! 1986 DESIGNS 
* LOUNGE SUITES * (TELEVISION ARMCHAIRS 
Come and see over 30 designs 
fan various fabrics and cokrais. 

REDUCTION FOR CASH ON ALL STOCK. 


15 % 


SEDUCTION 
FOR NEW 
IMMIGRANTS. 


HOME REMOVALS BY EXPERTS: Dismantling and assembling of Wardrobes and Cupboards, etc. 


tHt Furniture Ltd. 11 KUcar Ha’atzmaut, Netanya, TeL 053-32925. 


WASHINGTON. (AFP). - The 
head of the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration has been 
removed, after coming under fire in 
the wake of last month's U.S. shuttle 
explosion in which all seven crew¬ 
members were killed. 

Nasa spokesman Charles Red¬ 
mond said that the “Responsibili¬ 
ties” of Philip Culberston, 48 had 
been "altered significantly.” but 
added that he had not been dismis¬ 
sed. 

A presidential panel studying the 
Challenger disaster concluded at the 
weekend that Nasa was probably 
mistaken in allowing the shuttle mis¬ 
sion to go ahead and criticized the 
“flaws” in the decision-making pro¬ 
cess. Nasa has also come under cri¬ 


ticism for failing to ensure key safety 
factors in the shuttle's construction. 

Culberston has worked for Nasa 
for 20 years, and prior to his appoint¬ 
ment as director-general 2 months 
ago had chaired the White House 
advisory commission on arms con¬ 
trol and disarmament. 

Meanwhile a mini-submarine 
scouring the Atlantic has located 
debris believed to be pan of a boos¬ 
ter rocket which may have caused- 
Challenger to explode. Nasa 
announced. 

The sub spotted and photo¬ 
graphed what were thought to be 
remains of Challenger's right boos¬ 
ter rocket at a depth of more than 
350 metres. 


EDDIE FREUDMANN OF 

ADIV TOURS LTD. SSL 

WEEKLY CHINA TOURS; From February 28 $3,099 

24 days. Fully escorted (Israeli passport holders accepted). 

ITALY:. Why not spend 8 days in ROME and FLORENCE plus 7 nigh ts at a be autiful health resort, 
ABANO TERME near VENICE^ Half Board, ihcl.all sightseeing? r 299 r 4 Star Hotel. 

LONDON:THEATRE TOURS 

March 4,9 days $679“including 4 Shows, 3 Tours, Flight and Imperial Hotel only $469 B/B." 


ADIV TOURS LTD 



CHUDY FLOWERS 
Herzliya 


Your Flowers 
with Special Care 

* Beautiful arrangements for all occasions. 

* Telephone orders welcomed. 

* Deliveries in Israel and 
throughout the world. 

Ran Chndy, 23 Ben-Gurion St., 

Herzliya Tel. 052-543830. 



CARPET CLEANING AND REPAIR 

* ALL TYPES OF CARPETS ★ Specializing in 
PERSIAN and CHINESE Carpets * Wall-To-Wall 
Carpets Cleaned in Your Home * Evaluation o/ 
Carpets for Insurance Purposes ★ Furniture 
Cleaning in Your Home 

Free collection and delivery 
ALL SERVICES FULLY GUARANTEED 

ARGAMA 

TeL 053-31003,33667. 

Old Industrial Zone, Netanya 


Key Iraq port 
in Iran’s hands 

FAW, Iraq (AFP). — Iranian troops 
aad civilians ready to die for Islam, 
patrol this southern port overrun in a 
major offensive a week ago. Bnt Iraqi 
Kghtpr planes thundering Overhead 
and nearby gunfire show the struggle 
is still fierce for this vital strip of land 
along the Golf. 

Black smoke from foe flaming Ira¬ 
qi oil refinery here pumps into foe 
sky, giving cover to Iranian troops 
from - the Iraqi fighters patrolling 
overhead. According to Teheran, 
Iraq's own planes bombed foe refin¬ 
ery. 

Bodies of foe Iraqi soldiers killed in 
the overnight offensive a week ago 
still lie in foe streets and most build¬ 
ings in this city bear battle scars." 

Iraq and Iran have fought for Faw 
for more than five years. It is 
strategically located on foe strip of 
Iraq between Kuwait and Iran that 
borders .the Gulf, and 65 kilometres 
down the Shatt-al-Arab waterway 
from the main Iraqi port of Basra- 

Debris of foe various battles - 
burnt-out cars and gutted bouses — 
scars foe city, decorated with a ban¬ 
ner reading “Welcome to al Faw'* to 


A truck burns during violence in the streets of the black township 
Alexandra yesterday. (AFP) 



Soviet official, teacher defect in Greece 

ATHENS (AP). - A Soviet shipping expert and a schoolteacher from the 
Soviet mission's school in Athens defected here last week, police sources said 
yesterday. 

The sources identified the two as Viktor Goudarev. 50. and Galina 
Grumova. 50. and said Goudarev reportedly worked for Soviet military 
intelligence. 

“This looks like a romantic entanglement.” the sources said. 

The two disappeared last Friday, together with Goudarev's 8-year-old son, 
the sources said. 

Church forms company to vet papal souvenirs 

SYDNEY (Reuter). - The Roman Catholic church has formed a company - 
the Papal Visit Ltd. - to ensure that souvenirs sold during Pope John Paul's 
trip to Australia in November meet “desirable standards in quality, price and 
taste.” 

Church Officals said establishment of the company is expected to curb 
sales of pirated souvenirs which could affect royalty payments to the church. 

“The papal visit wants to ensure that souvenirs of the visit are freely 
available, but we don't want any junk,” a church spokesman said. 


Their military guides, miniature 
portraits of Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini pinned to their chests, 
born a U-S- flag to the frenzied cries 
of “Death to America.” 

An officer told AFP that Iran was 
already preventing Iraqi boats from 
operating in foe Khawr abd-AHah 
Strait between Faw and the Kuwaiti 
eland of Jazirat Rubiyan. 

In Faw, soldiers piled in Toyota 
pick-up trucks parade while volun¬ 
teers bunch together at up to four per 
motorcycle, flaunting their red and 
green head bands that signal their 
readiness to be martyrs for Islam. 

Iranian soldiers seem in full con¬ 
trol of the city and are manning 
Iraq’s Soviet-made weapons and 
Czechoslovak-made anti-aircraft 
artillery. 

As correspondents toured the 
town, however, an Iraqi MiG-25 rip¬ 
ped through the sky to drop a bomb 
tfmf landed 500 metres away. 

According to Teheran, some 
12,700 Iraqi soldiers were killed or 
iqjnred in the offensive that captured 
some 850 square kilometres of land in 
southern Iraq. Almost 1,000 Iraqis 
were taken prisoner. 

Iran took the city in an overnight 
att ack that foe Iraqi prisoners con¬ 
fess took them “totally by surprise.” 
That nigfat another attack on foe 
island of Uni al-Rasas, north of Faw, 
in the Shatt-al-Arab waterway 
served as a diversion, the Iranian 
military official said, 
r Now Teheran plans to forge ahead 
towards southern Iraq. 

An Iranian revolutionary guard 
told AFP that Iranian troops had 
advanced 18 kilometres northward 
towards Basra and 14 kilometres 
northwest toward Oum al-Qasr. 

Iranian soldiers are building a 
dyke across foe Shatt-al-Arab water¬ 
way. on the southeast border be¬ 
tween Iran from Iraq, to bring long- 
range artillery and tanks across. 

Teheran’s aim is to put pressure on 
the Arab nations in the Gulf and on 
the Security Council to condemn 
Baghdad. 

But Iranian officials refuse to com¬ 
ment on the military strategy, 
apparently aimed at choking the Ira- . 
qi economy by qutting off its access to 
the Gulf. 

Survivors tell of 
‘shambles’ on sinking ship 

WELLINGTON (AFP). - Passen¬ 
gers from the shipwrecked Mikhail 
Lermontov yesterday said bad orga¬ 
nization and language barriers ham¬ 
pered their escape as they scrambled 
to leave their sinking ship Sunday 
night. 

The scene on board the cruise ship 
was a “shambles” as the Soviet crew 
tried to herd the mainly Australian 
passengers into lifeboats from rhe 
22,000-ton liner, tilted dangerously 
on its side, survivors told reporters 
here yesterday. 

The Leningrad-registered Mikhail 
Lermontov sank in about 30 metres 
of water in the fiord-like Marl¬ 
borough Sounds at the northern tip 
of New Zealand's South Island after 
tearing a gash in its bull on rocks at 
the tip of the Sounds. One Soviet 
seaman is still missing. 


Reiser Optometrists Ltd. 

R. J. Reiser B.Sc. (Hons) MJ3.C.O. FJLOJL 
Optometrist: Ckmtart Lens Specialist. 
Low Vision Aids 

Netanya's British qualified optician 

* Moorfields Eye Hospital, London 

* Glasgow Eye Infirmary 
37 Smilansky St-, Netanya. 

TeL 053-44910,44478. By appointment. 


Portugal’s 1st elected chief in 60 years 

Soares president by a hair’s breadth 


SESAME 4^. 

Fish and Dairy Restaurant Qj 

SPECIAL!! Fillets of Sole/Plaiee 

TO TAKE AWAY ONLY NJLS. 4 

LIVE MUSIC, TONIGHT! 

February 18 and 
Saturday February 22. 

SESAME: 1 Herat St, Netanya. 

TeL 053-24938. 
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Office and Electrical Equipment, 
Sales and Senricm 




* Typewriters, calculators, computers (IBM) 
repaired in your home, office or factory. 

* Photographic equipment 24 hour processing 

* Electrical accessories — plugs, sockets, 
switches, bulbs, time switches, at wholesale 
prices. 

4 Smilansky St, Netanya 
(beknv the Mizrahi bank) TeL 05342312 



For details call 
The Jerusalem Post 
Advertising Dept., 
Tel Aviv 03-294222 
Ask for Gerry Kriss 


LISBON. - Mario Soares, a three¬ 
time Socialist prime minister, nar¬ 
rowly defeated Conservative Diogo 
Freitas do Amaral for the presidency 
and vowed to stabilize Portugal's 
fragmented political system. 

With all but 16 of the country's 
4,138 precincts reporting early 
yesterday, Soares tallied 3,012,982 
votes, or 51.29 per cent of the total in 
Sunday's runoff election to Freitas 
do Amaral's 2.861,485, or 48.71 per 
cent. 

Freitas do Amaral, founder of the 
Christian Democratic Party, was the 
top vote-getter among four conten¬ 
ders in foe first-round election last 
month, when he won 46.3 per cent of 
the vote. 

Soares will become the first 
elected civilian head of state since 
President Bernardino Machado res¬ 
igned after a military coup in 1926. 

“Based on the results now avail¬ 
able, I recognize that Mario Soares 
has won,” the 44-year-old Freitas do 
Amaral told subdued supporters at 
his Lisbon campaign headquarters, 

Soares had served as prime minis¬ 
ter three times. His last term ended 
with parliamentary elections in 
October after which Anibal Cavaco 
Silva and his Social Democratic Par¬ 


ty formed a minority government. 

The Social Democrats replaced 
the Socialists as the country's largest 
party, gaining 29.8 per cent of the 
vote to the Socialists' 20.7 per cent 
The Social Democrats backed 
Freitas do Amaral in the presidential 
election. 

Although under -Portugal's semi- 
presidential constitution foe head of 
state has no law-making powers, he 
retains foe authority to dismiss foe 
government under certain circumst¬ 
ances and can delay legislation. 

Portugal has had 16 governments 
in the 12 years since the military 
ended nearly a half-century of right¬ 
ist dictatorship with a coup. The 
61-year-old Soares says be intends to 
serve as a stabilizing factor. 

“I want to send a message of peace 
and hope to all Portuguese without 
exception,” Soares told thousands of 
jubilant, flag-waving supporters 
from a balcony of his campaigo 
headquarters after his victory. 

“I will do all I can to cooperate 
with other branches of government, 
especially the cabinet,” said Soares, 
adding he acknowledged that parlia¬ 
ment was the “heart of Portugal’s 
democratic system." 

He counts as one of his greatest 



Mario Soares 

triumphs foe securing of Portugal's 
entry to foe European Community 
last January 1. As prime minister in 
1977, he made foe country's applica¬ 
tion to join and as leader of another 
government last year he signed foe 
final accession papers. 

He has long nursed an ambition to 
become president and when his two- 
year-old coalition collapsed last 
June, he put all his energies into 
preparing for the presidential race. 
(AP, Reuter) 



SPORTS 

English stars 

toshinehere 

L OND tKt'^ 

manager Bobby ^ 

mS£to hfepreparations for Mexico 
m when he named an expen- 

for next week . World 
Cud wann-up match against Israel 
r TL n recalled his namesake and 

Robson of Manches- 
Su£S“d included midfielder 
Peter Reid of Everton «n a 22-man 
which, apart torntte inclu¬ 
sion of young Newcastle; smker Pc 
ter Beardsley, has a definite world 

Cud” look about it- 

Reid returns after lengthy Achil¬ 
les tendon problems following an 
fojur^ during England's draw wifo 
Romania last September. But AC 
Milan striker Mark Hateley, who 
will have a tonsils OP 6 ™* 4 ™ ™ 
Saturday, has withdrawn from the 
squad. He has been replaced bv 
midfielder Gordon Cowans of Ban, 
who was a late replacement member 
of England’s squad in Egypt last 

month' . , - e 

Beardsley, who made a bnet 
appearance as substitute in Egypt, 
hasheld his place in the squad, but 
Steve Hodge. Stewart Robson, 
Dave Watson. Ricky Hill and Danny 
Wallace are all discarded. 

The England squad; 

Goalkeepers - Peter Shilton (Southampton), 
Gary BsHey (Manchester United). Chris Woods 
(Norwich City)- . .. _ 

Defence - Viv Anderson (Arsenal), Gary 
Stevens iEverton). Kenny Sanson) (Arsenal), 
Terry Batcher I I p s w i ch ). Alvin Martin (West _ 
Ham). Mark Wright (Southampton), Terry 
Fenwick (QPK). 

Midfield - Bryan Robson (Manchester Un¬ 
ited). Peter JRdd (Everton), Trevor Steven 
(Everton). Ray Wilkins (AC Milan), Glenn 
Huddle (Tottenham l, Gordon Cowans (Barf). 

Forwards - Gary Lineker (Everton). Kerry 
Dixon (Chelsea), Tony Woodcock (Arsenal), 
Peter Beardsley (Newcastle). Chris Waddle 

(Tottenham), John Barnes iWatford). 

In Bonn. West German national 
soccer manager Franz Beckenbauer 
revealed yesterday that he plans to 
spy on his World Cup opponents by 
using a helicopter to whisk him 
around Mexico in June. 

Koch again 

SENFTENBERG. East Germany 
(AFP). - The great Marita Koch 
broke her own world indoor record 
for the women's 200 metres at an 
athletics meeting here. 

The 28-year-old., who broke her 
16th world record outdoors when 
she set a new 400m. time at the- 
World Cup in Canberra last Octo¬ 
ber, sped rounefthe fast Senftenberg 
track in 22.33 sec. 

That was six-hundredths of a 
second faster than she ran at the 1983 
European Indoor Championships in 
Budapest in March, 1983. 

She set a world record for 60m. 
indoors on this same track a year 
ago. 

Koch; unable to defend her 1980 
Olympic 400m. title because of the 
East European boycott of foe 1984 
Los Angeles games, is still unsure 
about whether to delay her retire¬ 
ment until after this year’s European 
Championships in Stuttgart in 
September. 

Celtic June 

NEW YORK (AP). - It's February, 
but it looked like June. Sunday's 
Celtics-Lakers game, reminiscent of 
the last two NBA Championship 
series, had three shoving matches in 
foe second quarter before foe two 
teams settled down. Boston won 
105-99 to sweep the two-game 
regular-season matchups. 

“Boston made the plays when 
they had to,” foe Lakers' Pat Riley 
said. “I’m sure they feel good about 
themselves with their two wins. But 
the playoffs are a long way off.” 

Elsewhere in tbe NBA, it was Atlanta U0, 
Portland 101; San Antonio ! 13, Sacramento 94; 
and Dallas 120, Chicago 114. 

Midway through tbe second period. Lakers 
guard Byron Scott had to be restrained after 
receiving a technical for throwing the ball at 
Boston’s Jerry Skhdng. Less than a min ate 
later, another shoving match started when Greg 
Kite of the Celtics fouled Michael Cooper from 
behind. Kite aho got tempers flaring lass than a 
minute before halftime when he knocked 
Kareem Abdnl-Jabbar to the (loor with mother 

rouL 

Dennis Johnson scored 25 points and Larey 
Bird added 22 paints, IS rebounds and seven 
assists for Boston, hot the key to the game was 
pro vided by three Boston reserves who had good 
performances. 

Centre BO) Walton had 1ft points, seven 
rebounds and three assists Oiling In for Robert 
Phrish, who was hampered by foul trouble. 
Skhting bad II points, nine of than in an 
dght-mhmte spaa in the second quarter to bdp 
the Celtics open a seven-point lead. 

Romanians tops 

By PAUL KOHN 

TEL AVIV. - Romanian wrestlers 
took five first places and Israel three 
top spots in the International Wrest¬ 
ling tournament held in Beersheba 
over the weekend. Sixty-four wrest¬ 
lers from seven countries partici¬ 
pated. 

Dov Gruberman (48 kg.), Moshe 
Orenman (62 kg.) and Reuven 
Konanshvili (74 kg.) were the Israel 
winners. 

The other winners were Philip 
Secund of France, Tibor Szibosh of 
Hungary and the Romanians Nicolai 
Zamphir, Konstantin Oteh, Hihab 
Mateih, Andrei Vassila and Vion 
Grigoresh (130 kg.). 

A triangular tournament involv¬ 
ing West Germany. Austria and 
Israel will take place tonight at 
Hapoel Rishon Lezdon. 

SCOREBOARD 

CRICKET. — England bent Jamaica by 158 
runs. England 371 and 177 for 5 ded. Jamaica 
222 and 168. (Edmonds 4 for 44.) Northern 
Districts 167 for 2 ded. Australia 45 for 0. 
RUGBY. - France drew with Great Britain 

19-10 in A v i g n on . ■ ._ 

GOLF. — Cony P#vln (272) won the Honolulu 
Open, two strokes ahead oT Tom Watson. Garv 
Player (281) woo toe PGA Senior title, followed 
by Lee Oder. 

TENNIS. - MQan Sn*Jber, of Czechoslovakia, 
2.03m. laH, has beaten both Boris Becker and 
David Pate, to make tom the surprise of (he 
Upton International Players Championship. 
Laid]. WBander, Chris Lloyd, Potter, Graff, 

Rinaldi, BastetuGarrisonandSnkovaaUwon. 
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Repentant Mary Magdalene by Gustav Dor£ 


Excursion fromMigdal 


MY OWN PERCH/Helga Dudman 


WAS LOHENGRIN Jewish? This 
preposterous question is raised - and 
will be dealt with - to make a point. 
And that is: if you will direct your 
gaze (even on a map) to the village of 
MigdaL on the west bank of the 
Kinneret north of Tiberias, and then 
begin to track down some of what 
has been written about the famous 
resident of this Galilee village, you 
will find that excursions from Migdal 
lead just about everywhere - from 
villages in southern France to the 
village of Nag Hammadi in Upper 
Egypt, and right on to the corridors 
of modem power. 

In Christian tradition, Mary Mag¬ 
dalene was one of Jesus’s most faith¬ 
ful followers. The New Testament 
tells little about her. Only that 
seven devils were cast out of her 
and that she witnessed the crucifix¬ 
ion and the resurrection. But 
the Christian gospels are replete 
with Marys — and Miriams — and 
there is considerable confusion as to 
their identities. 

Mary of Migdal, the Magdalene, is 
described (in The Sairus in Legend 
and Art) as "no doubt the most 
interesting woman in the following 
of Jesus." Generally, her reputation 
is that of a sinner who repents, but in 
. some circles today this is thought to 
be a grave injustice. “There is much 
written about Mary Magdalene, 
the Franciscan Eugene Hoade noted 
in his Guide to the Holy Land . and 
added rather testily, “most of it is 
false.” 


BUT HOW does Lohengrin’s possi- b 
hie Jewish heritage come into thus. f 

And not just his, but that of Parsifal, 1 

Galahad, and other super-W^pp t 
heroes? (That double-p is for Pre- < 
Protestants) as well as a host of other J 
impro babies? 

These wondrous Jewish connec- , 
tions are made in a book entitled The , 
Holv Blood and the Holy Grail. , 
written by three BBC journalist , 
published by Dell Paperback m 198- , 

knd. as the jacket says, an explo- , 

sivelv controversial international 
best-seller.” It is a kind of historical 
thriller constructed as a jigsaw- 
puzzle of theories. To my ^ t0 “ sh_ 
ment. it has not been available here 
though our own Werner Braun gets 

P 'At^Sd page 350 you finally get 
to the wham-bang hypothesis 
around which all the fore f^jf 
turned - secret societies aBd conspir- 
acies buried treasure and coded 
documents, Christian heresies. 
Templars in the Holy Land, the 
legend of the Grail, the Merovingian 
dynastv, Romans and Jews. Gnostic 
writings, not to mention such unex- 
pected types as Debussy, Jean Coc- 
Sau, Victor Hugo, and Isaac New¬ 
ton. just for a start. 

And here it is: Jesus ^ 
and to Mary Magdalene, there 
was a child, or children. After tne 
crucifixion, Mary and 
escaped to Marseilles, P oss “" y 

together with Joseph ofAxima^ 
the rich Jeru^^ Je^o h^d 
Jesus and buned his body- Accoxa 

as 

accordrng “ an th ° filthcr of sir 

version of Knigbt a son of 

SfeC^^ oy o u ca« take your 

Ch And so in southern “ 

there began a dynasty ^ ^ 

descended from W B ^ 

perpetuated with Reform 

though we were deain^g 

Jews, The hero^o W^^ 

are among these oy __ men _ 
scendants; other _ flavour _ the 

tioned here just for h^fl ^ Bouil . 

Crusader marvellous 

secret, we are ^^’fabyrinthine 
this verv day t° lhe ,. y 
attempts to rule tbe world- 

4 though not, I 
ITSAverygoodTea^ ^ great 

“Pg* \ f 0 f n e r 2 ha book, it see ™ 5 
f justification for . which it can 
to me, is the nJann Migdal. for 
expand the honzo guidebook' 
the data in the average 


are pretty thin and not easy to re- < 
mem ber: T rumpeldor Labour Baial- 
lion; big battle against the Romans: 
also known as Magdala. Maudalu 
Nunaya, Tarikheai; Magadan. Dal- 
munalha, and the small Arab village 
of Mejdal. 

And then we have the "fallen 
woman” who spread the name of this 
little -town throughout the world. 1 
confess that I probably would not 
have read 77/e Gnostic Gospels, by 
Elaine Pagels. if not for the “Gospel 
of Mary,” which is one of the 
obscure texts it deals with. I would 
have missed a great deal, for ihis 
work is both scholarly and fascinat¬ 
ing in its account of the early Christ¬ 
ian texts found in the Egyptian vil¬ 
lage of Nag Hammadi 40 years ago. 
The Gnostic Gospels are the ones 
that didn’t make it into the canon of 
the New Testament, for reasons of 
profound doctrinal controversy, in¬ 
cluding even the status of women. 

So here is Mary - our Mary Mag¬ 
dalene - as she appears in the Gospel 
of Philip, which deals with the “rival¬ 
ry between the male disciples and 
Mary Magdalene, here described as 
Jesus’s most intimate companion." 

This text, as Pagels says with scho¬ 
larly understatement, "attributes'to 
Jesus acts and sayings quite different- 
from those .in the New Testament. 
Here is one of her reconstructed 

passages: ‘ . 

.the companion of the (Saviour 
is) Mary Magdalene. (But Christ 
loved) her more than (all) the disci¬ 
ples, and used to kiss her (often) on 
her (mouth). The rest of (the disci¬ 
ples were offended)... They said to 
him. ’Whv do you love her more 
than all'of us?’ The Saviour 
answered and said to them. 'Why d° 
I not love you as (I love) her? 

This is admittedly an attention- 
tabbing excerpt from PageUp 
work, which describes the Gnostic 
texts and their threat to the hierar¬ 
chy and doctrine of the Orthodox 
Church, as it had become stratified 
around the year 200 , and analyses 
their implications not only for ren- 
1 gion but for politics, economics, and 
society in general. 


Chuich in the direction ot Jewish 
traditions’* as lo women’s proper 
place. 


ANOTHER TEXT, the “Dialogue 
of the Saviour,” has Mary Mag¬ 
dalene as one of the three disciples 
chosen to receive special teaching: it 
praises her not only as a visionary 
but as the apostle (she was. of 
course, never recognized as one by 
the Orthodox) who excels all the 
rest, the “woman who knew the 
All.” 


pagels adds: “Other secret texts s 
use the figure of Mary Magdalene to t 
suggest that women’s activity chal- i 
lenged the leaders of the orthodox _ 

community, who regarded Peter as 

their spokesman. The “Gospel of 
Mary” relates that when the disci- : 
pies, disheartened and terrified after 
{he crucifixion, asked Mary to en¬ 
courage them by telling them what 
Jesus had told her secretly, she 
agrees, and teaches them until Peter , 
furious, asks, ‘Did he really speak 
privately with a woman and not 
Krenly to us? Are we to turn about 
and all listen to ber?' ” 

In a chapter headed “God the 
Father/God the Mother.” Pagels 
speaks of the "contemporary social 
crises concerning sexual roles 
contemporary being the period of 
earlv Christianity. The- God of 
Israel unlike other dieties of tne 
ancient Near East, shared his power 
with no female divinity. Bui by the 
beginning of the second century , the 
. archaic-patriarchal fomis of Roman 
marriage were breaking down. A r 
the same time, “women of the Jew¬ 
ish communities,-on the other hand, 
were exduded from actively parpet- 
nating in public worship, education, 
and social and political life outside 
the family .”: 

In early Christian communities, 
some women were relatively “liber- 
- ated,” Pagels tells us, although “the 
view toward equality found its sup¬ 
port primarily, in rich or what we 
would call bohemian circles.” By ihe 
second-century, the Orthodox; 
Christian Church opposed this view 
and “webt with the majority of the 
middle class,” while “the influx ot 
many Hellenized Jews into the . 
movement may have influenced tne 


THE PATRI ARCHAL-matriarchal 
con flic! in early cultures was for 
decades a rich stamping-ground for 
Robert Graves’s elegant historical 
speculations. His King Jesus, a pret- 
tv wild entrv in the field, was pub¬ 
lished in 194b. 12 years after the 
-‘Claudius" books which did so well 
on the tube. But it is not likely that 
the BBC would today film some¬ 
thing a> controversial as this. 

For one thing. Mrs. Thatcher 
would hate it: Graves's Jesus stands 
firm against the female principle, the 
old Earth-Mother. Top-Goddess of 
pre-Jewish religions. His main oppo¬ 
nent is Mary Magdalene, here called 
"The Hairdresser.” who is in the 
sen-ice of the "Great Mistress.” The 
famous "seven devils” are cast out 
durina a long and wild debate on the 
merits of the Patriarchal versus Mat¬ 
riarchal traditions, and better dia¬ 
logue was never written for TV. 

Grave's hypothesis on Jesus^s 
paternity is based on a talmudic 
reference that Jesus was “of the 
wicked kingdom of-Edom. r His 
Jather. in this version is none other 
than Kins Antipater, son of Herod 
the Great. Antipater - a very' nice 
boy in Grave’s novel - secretly mar¬ 
ries Man*, the mother of Jesus. They 
have just one night together, and 
then he is killed by his father. The 
girl Jesus marries, according to 
Grave’s is Mary of Bethany: but the 
marriage is never consummated. 

Marv Magdalene has also spoken 
Yiddish. Three years before Grave’s 
Jesus appeared. Sholem Asch pub¬ 
lished Der Man fun Netseres. a novel 
of demvthisation from the Jewish 
side. Polish-bom Asch was in his day 
(1880-1957) the best-known Yiddish 
writer in the world. But when he 
departed from shtetl tales and took 
on the Jewish founders of Christian¬ 
ity. he was not surprisingly fiercely 
1 attacked in many Jewish circles for 
"encouraging heresy and conversion 

* bv preaching Christianity." 

'Strong Yiddish disapproval of 
such Jewish interest is naturally stjl 
■ very much with us. Not long ag5, 
' Bar-Ilan University sponsored a lec- 
5 ture, in Yiddish, by a speaker from 
1 New York University on the subject: 

* “Jesus - Glorification by Jewish 
f Academics - a Catalyst for Mission- 

ary Propaeanda: The Distortion of 
e Jewish Seff-Defence against Jesus’s 
- Anti-Jewish Gospel Blurs the Un¬ 
iqueness of Judaism” - which must 
s surely be one of the longest lecture 
a titles on record in any language. (It 
was delivered in two parts.) 


TWENTY out of every thousand 
Israelis are listed in the Ministry of 
Health data bank of mental patients 
who have been hospitalized in 
psychiatric institutions, according to 
revelations at a study day held by the 
Psychiatric Society last week. d 

The study day was convened be- ^ 
cause of plans to make this recently 
computerized data bank available to V 
the Israel Defence Forces - an idea 
which most psychiatrists vehemently 
oppose. Professor Abraham Munitz. 
chairman of the Psychiatric Society, 
said he trusts the IDF implicitly, but 
fears patients will be reluctant to 
come for treatment if they know the 
information will get to the army. “I 
can also see a long line of other 
agencies and organizations which 
will come up with logical-sounding 

reasons why the data should be made 

available to them, too.” he added. “I ? 
won’t say which because I don’t want | 
to give anyone ideas.” j 

IDF Chief Medical Officer Dr. 
Moshe Revach tried to convince his 
colleagues that the army was con¬ 
cerned with the well-being of the 
patient. He cited examples of reser¬ 
vists who were in mental hospitals 
between stints in the reserves, un¬ 
beknownst to the IDF. and who later 
committed suicide during or im¬ 
mediately after being called up for 
reserve duty. In many of these cases, 
he said, the hospitals provided the 
patients with letters addressed to the 
army recommending that the reser¬ 
vist not be called up. but the patient 
- wanting to serve - destroyed the 
letter. One patient went so far as to 
threaten to murder any family mem¬ 
ber who would report his condition 
to the army. 

HIS AUDIENCE didn’t find this 
argument very convincing. One 
psychiatrist wanted to know why the 
army did not screen out divorced 
men over 40 because statistics show 
that loneliness can drive men in that 
category to suicide. A child psychiat¬ 
rist expressed the fear that a child, 
treated at age five for school phobia 
or bed-wetting, would be prevented 
from serving in the army when he 
reached 18 or that adolescents who 
need hospital care will refuse it for 
fear the army would reject them. 

Ruth Yaffe of the Association for 
Civil Rights pointed out that anyone 
wanting to commit suicide will find a 
way to do so even if be doesn't serve 
in the army. “The fact that patients 
went to such lengths to hide their 
\ mental illness from the army is proof 
' that they see service not as an obliga- 

tion but as a right," she went on. “If 

J the value which conflicts with the 
1 patient’s right to privacy is the fear 
\ that he will be a danger to himself, 

: we believe privacy has to win out and 

l the patient has to be given the right 

i to make his own choice.” 

Revach also argued that mentally 
" disturbed soldiers, when in posses¬ 
sion of weapons, sensitive inforraa- 
s tion or authority in the army, can 
c take actions or make decisions which 


LEA LEV AVI reports on reactions to 
the idea of making data on mental 
health patients available to the LDr 

sen sitive 

SUBJECT 



(David Rubingcr) 


could endanger the lives of other 
soldiers and/or state security. For 
this reason the IDF needs informa¬ 
tion about hospitalizations in mental 
institutions. Most of the psychiat¬ 
rists. us well as Jaffe, a civil rights 
lawyers, countered by recommend¬ 
ing that either the Health Ministry or 
the patient’s own psychiatrist should 
be obliged to report to the IDF on 
individual cases where army service 
by the patient could endanger 
others. Wholesale transfers of lists of 
hospitalized patients do not protect 
the public, they explained, because 
not every hospitalized patient is 
dangerous after release and not ev¬ 
ery potentially dangerous person has 
been diagnosed as such and hospital¬ 
ized. 

Dr. Zvi Levine, legal adviser to 
the Health Ministry, asked a little 
defensively why none of the 
psychiatrists, who are now so con¬ 
cerned about their patients’ privacy, 
saw fit to complain when journalists 
visited hospitals to interview and 
photograph patients. He went on to 


say that his department has con¬ 
sulted the Justice Ministry and the 
attorney-general and has been 

assured that plans to connect the 
Health MinistiY and IDF data banks 
are legal as long as proper safeguards 
on information storage and retrieval- 
are observed. 

ANOTHER LAWYER, Professor 
Gabriel Kling, pointed out that ex¬ 
isting laws deal only with compute¬ 
rized data banks, though most 
medical and other files are still kept 
manually. The reason for this is not 
philosophical but technical, he ex¬ 
plained; the committee assigned to 
draft the parts of the law dealing with 
computerized data finished its work 
on time but the committee dealing 
with manual data did not. He offered 
the cynical view that the problem 
could have been solved by requiring 
all those drafted into the army to sign 
a waiver of medical confidentiality: 
they sign so many forms, he said, 
that it would be surprising if one in a 
hundred thousand would bother to 


read the document and refuse to sign 
it. . 

If that is the alternative. he prefers 
IDF access to Health Ministry data. 

' Besides. I don't know how many of 
you have ever seen reports by pri¬ 
vate investigators hut as someone 
who often sees such reports. I am 
amazed by the kind of information 
they can gather about people. 

"How they do it I will leave to 
your imagination, but the point is 
that if someone wants information 
about another person badly enough, 
they can get it whether we give the 
IDF regulated access to the Health 
Ministry files or not." 

YEHOSHUA MAOR. director- 
general of IBM Israel, said that 
psychiatrists were becoming hyster¬ 
ical about computerization. In fact, 
he insisted, a computerized system is 
harder to infiltrate than manual files. 
Breaking the lock on a file cabinet is 
fairly easy, he said, while compute¬ 
rized svstems can deter unautho¬ 
rized access by documenting when 
and where the attempt to gain access 
to the system was made, thus making 
it easy to apprehend the culprit. 

The psychiatrists voted him down. 
Once you know what buttons to 
press and what code words to enter, 
they said, you can get large quanti¬ 
ties of data out of the computer 
instantaneously and who knows how 
that data will be used, even by the 
well-meaning. 

Aharon Bar-Yosef, a representa¬ 
tive of Enosh - a voluntary associa¬ 
tion of families of mental patients 
and members of the general public 
interested in mental health 
opposed any access to data on men¬ 
tal patients. “We in Enosh have a 
dream of a society in which the 
emotionally disabled person will be 
accepted without fear or stigma, 
where the public won’t make such a 
big deal over him or her. Our model 
is "cancer, which used to be a dirty 
word and is now faced and discussed 
openly. When that day comes, we 
may change our minds about access 
to information about patients. To¬ 
day. when there is so much stigma 
attached, we think the price is too 

' high.” , .. 

A psychiatrist from the audience 
said three of his patients have left the 
country in the past year and a halt 
because of discrimination they faced 
from employers and others after 
being discharged from the reserves 
for psychiatric reasons. He recom- 
L mended that the psychiatrists and 
the IDF work together to promote 
> legislation which would forbid civi- 
i lian institutions from requiring ap- 
t plicants to show proof of their re- 
l serve status. 

i Several psychiatrists who had 
a been personally involved in com- 
g puterizing the Ministry of Health 
n data bank, for its potential value as a 

research tool, expressed regret and 
I. some went so far as to suggest that 

a the data be destroyed so that it could 

o not fall into other hands. 
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THIS IS ONLY a tiny tip of one of 
the world's mosL written-about sub¬ 
jects. but even so it hints at some¬ 
thing of a worldwide confrontation: 
the one between the “demythisa- 
tion” of Jesus and his friends, a trend 
which started perhaps 50 years ago, 
and the recent shift to fundamental¬ 
ism on all fronts. 

Carefully avoiding any such en¬ 
counter. we might just return to a 
long-vanished castle at Migdal, “two 
miles from the Sea of Genezareth, 
which according to the 13tb century 
Legenda Aurea belonged to Mary 
Magdalene. She was “extremely 
wealthy, and bodily pleasure is al¬ 
ways an associate of wealth. As she 
saw her beauty and her wealth, she 
fulfilled herself in nothing but bodily 
pleasures. As a result, she lost her 
pood name and was simply referred 
to as the sinner. ” They often looked | 
at things more simply in those days. 

In any case, the view from Mig- 
dal’s legendary castle is wonderful. 
Siberia? That is where the Russian 
Grand Duchess Elizabeth Feodrov- 
na. sister of the Empress Alexandra, 
was murdered by the Bolsheviks in 
19IS: she had wanted to be buned m 
the crept of the Russian Church of 
St. Mare Magdalene, built in Jeru¬ 
salem a' hundred years ago. Her 
sister, the Marchioness of Milfor- 
dhavei). with the British govern¬ 
ment’s help, had the body brought to 
the Holv Land in 1921. 

And here is a view directly to 
Ensland: both Oxford and Cam- 

- bridge have colleges commemorat- 

- ing our sinner’s.name, both pro¬ 
nounced “Maudlin. 
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ECONOMIC NEWS 
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Lower oil price aggravates Mexico’s situation 

Latin Americans want drop in 
interest rate to ease debt load 


WASHINGTON (Reuter). - The 
fresh debt crisis faced by Mexico as a 
result of lower oil prices is expected 
to add to Latin American pressure 
for creditors to lower interest rates, 
monetary sources and international 
economists say. 

If oil prices stay below $20 a barrel 
this year, the region’s oil exporters 
stand to lose some four to five billion 
dollars, but this would be largely 
offset if interest rates came down by 
only one point, it is said. 

"Right now the decisions of the 
G-5 (group of five leading industrial 
nations) are probably at least as 
important as oil prices,” said one 
senior economist at an international 
financial institution in Washington. 

The group of five - Britain, 
France, Japan, the U.S. and West 
Germany last month stopped short 
of driving down their interest rates in 
concert. 

At a meeting here last week of the 
Cartagena group of Latin debtors, 
Uruguayan Foreign Minister Enri¬ 
que Iglesias said plunging oil prices 
made tbe reduction of the region's $4 
billion annual interest bill doubly 
urgent. The issue is to be discussed 
again in Uruguay this month. 

Also, while Brazil, with $100 bil¬ 
lion in foreign debt, stands to save 
some $800 million from lower oil 
prices, one source pointed out, L ‘a 


five-dollar cut would mean less for it 
than just a one-point drop in interest 
rates.” 

Other countries such as Argenti¬ 
na, with $50 billion of foreign debt, 
face new balance of payments prob¬ 
lems this year from lower grain 
prices, as a result of U.S. legislation 
last December to cut price support 
levels for U.S. farmers. 

But attention remains focused on 
Mexico, with alternative plans under 
review by officials in Washington 
and Mexico City to help it overcome 
a drop in oil income of 15 per cent on 
annual basis since the start of the 
year alone. 

Despite talk of an international 
rescue package, as in 1982. when 
central banks, governments and pri¬ 
vate banks chipped in for Mexico at 
the start of Latin America’s debt 
crisis,' arrangement of bridging fi¬ 
nance is more complicated today. 

U.S. officials and Federal Reserve 
Board sources said speculation over 
a U.S.-led financial rescue package 
for Mexico was premature. 

Several sources said that while 
action was clearly urgent to relieve 
Mexico’s cash flow position, the 
answer might lie more in help on its 
$10 billion interest bill this year. 

“The question that should be 
asked is whether new money is the 
right solution this time, or whether 


some form of debt relief is needed,” 
said John Williamson, senior fellow 
at the International Institute for 
Economics. 

The Mexicans have already float¬ 
ed the idea of a 6 per cent lid on 
interest rates, as opposed to the 
roughly 10 per cent it expects to pay 
this year. But some sources said this 
and talk of new money needs of as 
much as $9 billion were probably 
initial bargaining ploys. 

“While there's no doubt they need 
a lot of money, the'Mexicans are 
quite likely to be trying to scare the 
banks”, Williamson said. 

More radical scenarios could in¬ 
dude a negotiated write-down of the 
debt, but the sources said it was 
premature to speculate until new 
cash flow projections could be made 
on the basis of stabilized oil prices. 

The $10-a-barrel drop in spot oil 
prices in the last few weeks has not 
only been catastrophic for Mexico 
but on balance will bring little be¬ 
nefit to the region as a whole. “Most 
Latin American countries have had 
considerable success since the 1970s 
in rationalizing their use of imported 
oil and will gain relatively little from 
lower prices,” one economist said. 

Latin American countries now 
owe some $880 billion in foreign 
debt, about half the total for the 
entire world. 
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Protecting the crop from the rain clh 

Cotton growers fighting for 
$40 million ‘survival loan’ 
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Saudis sign ‘oil-for-arms’ deal 


RIYADH. - Saudi Arabian Defence 
Minister Prince Sultan yesterday 
signed a contract for purchase of 132 
military aircraft from Britain at a 
total cost of £5 billion ($7b.) it was 
officially annunced here. 

Part of the payment is to be made 
in Saudi crude oil, according to 
Western diplomatic sources here, 
but there has been no official refer¬ 
ence yet in the Saudi kingdom to 
this. 

The Saudi Defence Ministry 
announcement said the deal covered 
the purchase of the 132 fighter and 
trainer aircraft as well as training and 
technical assistance programmes 
and supply of spare parts. 

The deal, known to involve 72 


Tornado jet fighters and 60 trainer 
jets, has been described as the 
biggest-ever British arms deal. 

The Tornados are combat fighter 
bombers manufactured in a joint 
effort by British Aerospace, with 
Germany and Italy. 

The Financial Tunes of London 
reported last week that the sale 
would be paid for almost entirely by 
oil, but the British Defence Ministry 
has refused to confirm or deny the 
report. 

According to the paper. Shell, 
British Petroleum and the Aramco 
Oil consortium arranged for oil to be 
lifted over three years at a rate 
expected to cover the cost of the 
aircraft in the first and most substan¬ 
tial phase of the deal. (AP. Reuter) 


Linkage extended 
for Nil benefits 


By TSIPIKUFER 
For the Jerusalem Post 

A last-minute government deci¬ 
sion has saved the poor and the 
handicapped from a 22 per cent cut 
in benefits. 

The government has extended 
an agreement linking National 
Insurance Institute benefits to the 
cost-of-living index for another three 
months starting from February. 

The year-long agreement between 
the Nil and tbe Treasury, which ran 
out last month, was intended to 
protect the benefits of disabled per¬ 
sons, widows, pensioners and the 
.poor from inflation. Previously, be¬ 
nefits were linked to the average 
wage. 


By YITZHAK OKED 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. - Agriculture Minister 
Arye NehamJrin is to meet with 
Finance Minister Yitzhak Moda’i to¬ 
day in an effort to persuade him to 
grant the cotton farmers a $40 mil¬ 
lion loan. The five-year low-interest 
loan is needed to tide tbe cotton 
growers over their current difficul¬ 
ties. 

If Moda'i approves the loans it will 
then be brought before tbe Ministe¬ 
rial Finance Committee for approv¬ 
al. Nehamkin is expected to stress 
the urgency of the matter because 
the farmers have to start preparing 
their fields for planting in about six 
weeks. 

Deputy Agriculture Minister MK 
Avraham Katz-Oz warned at a press , 
conference here yesterday that un¬ 
less the fanners got this loan, pro¬ 
duction might drop between 25 and 
33 per cent. Thus 160,000 to 240,000 
dunams of farm land could not be 
planted this summer and the country 
would lose about $60m. Katz-Oz 
emphasized that $40m. of this 
amount would be lost in the exports 
and $20m. through tbe need to im¬ 
port cooking oil and fodder other¬ 
wise derived from cotton seeds. 

Commenting on reports that cot¬ 
ton was not a profitable crop today, 
Yossef Dloomy, the general mana¬ 
ger of the Cotton Production and 
Marketing Board, said that this was 
due to the depressed prices on world 
markets. 
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TODAY’S ENTERTAINMENT 


ACROSS 


DOWN 


ON THE AIR 


Songs; Wolpe; 4 Hebrew Songs; Arthur 
Gelbrun; 4 Songs; Franck: 3 Songs 
20.05 Bieber: Mystical Sonata No.1; 
Schumann: Pepilfions (Sh. Rudiakov) 

20.30 Israel Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Shalom Ronli-Riklis conducting with 
Shmuel Segal, narrator; Yitzhak Mar- 
kovstzky, violin - Duby Seltzer: "Stem- 
penu"; Rimsky-Korsakov: "Cocjue 
(for” Suite 

22.30 Yehuda Weiner: Intermezzo lor 
Piano Quartet-to be played twice 
23.00 “life of Bizet" - i7| “Jews. Paris, 
and the rest of it" 


1 & 5 Colonists developing 
spare film, right? (7, 7) 

9 Carroll’s companion for King 
Colei (7) 

10 No brief sort of beacon (7) 

U Anticipation of teas being 
served at forest in France (9) | 

12 Outdo forty, say, in Rome (5) j 

13 Change of oil in cricket-dab 


produces tummy-ache (5) 
15 Prompter takes in a rest i 


15 Prompter takes in a rest (9) 

17 Plan followed at Mafeking? 
(6, 3) 

19 Borders of wild sedge (5) 

22 Might penny be given to 
debtor? (5) 

23 Flew here, perhaps taking in 
east coast (9) 

25 Knockout sort of girl? (7) 

26 Porcelain doctor needs to 
repair (7) 

27 Beg rent revision—act as con¬ 
sumer (7) 

26 Helpin g , poor relations under 
canvas in the river (7) 


1 Deep bine? (7) 

2 Free sort of Braille (7) 

3 Severely criticize the joint (5) 

4 Big Eddy? (9) 

5 Female fit to tell such a story 

(5) , 

6 Mandarin in a loose jacket 
(9) 

7 Showed ruins of late Venice! 
(7) 

8 Swift love leads qneen of 
stars (7) 

14 Is there enough space to 
sell up? (9) 

16 Unkempt, went listlessly 
around promontory (3-6) 

17 Sally’s answer to Parry? (7) 

18 Case for court dress? (7) 

20 Undergo accident for reward 
(7) 

21 Nothing said when license 

fiddled (7) 

23 Originator of tree on s tr eet 
(5) 

24 What about En glish floor- 
source? (5) 


Voice of Music 
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6.02 Morning Melodies 

7.07 Haydn: Trio in E minor (Yuval) 

7.30 Bach: Trio Sonata; Beethoven: 
Violin Concerto (Menuhin, Leipzig/ 
Masur); Schubert: Symphony No.9 
(Vienna/Solti) 

9.30 Handel: Sonata NoA for 2 Oboes; 
Haydn: Trumpet Concerto; Bach: Con- 
tata No.78; Mozart: Violin Concerto 
No.5 (St Martins/Iona Brown]; Brahms: 
Symphony No.4 (Mehta) 

12.05 Vivaldi: Oboe Sonata, C.P.E- 
.Bach: Flute Sonata; Mozart: Sonata, 
(C526 (Szymor Goldberg, Radu Lupu); 
dementi: Harpsichord Sonata 
13-00 Boccherini: Cello Concerto No3 
(Gutman); Beethoven: Piano Sonata 
No.18; Op-31, No3 (B. Davidovich); 
Dvorak: Trio. Op31 (Suk): De Falla: 
Spanish Folk Suite (Perlman); Gounod: 
Symphony No.1 (Toulouse) 

15.05 From the Record Library 
16-00 Respighi: “Feasts of Rome" 
IMontreal/Dutoit); Beethoven: Piano 
Concerto No.3 (Lupu. IPO/Mehta); 
Josephs: Variations on a Theme by 
Beethoven (Adelaide); Scriabin: Sym¬ 
phony No.2 (London Philharmonic/ 
Semkov) 

1L30 Emille Barenrisen and David 
Bloch - Handel: 2 Arias; Fail re. Stra¬ 
vinsky. Ravel: 3 Vocalises; Schubert; 


First Programme 


030 Programmes for Olim 

7.30 Favourite Old Songs 

8.05 Compass - with Benny Hen del 
9.05 Hebrew songs 

9.30 Encounter- live family magazine 
1CL30 Programme In Easy Hebrew 

11.10 School Broadcasts 

11.30 Education for all 
123)6 Oriental songs 
13.00 News in English 
13 l 30 News In French 
144)6 Children's programmes 
15JZS Education for all 
15J55NotBsona New Book 
17-20 Everyman’s University 
183)0 Jewish Traditions 
1847 Bible Reading 

19.05 Talmud Lesson 
19-30 Programmes for Olim 
22-05Two by Two 


quick cnssvo» 

ACROSS 

1 Hue 


4 Release from bonds 

8 Twin brother of 


14 ■! Ill 


pSMfili ama 


W\ ns 


P9| (20| |2T 


£/■■■ iamum 

a aaa ■ ■ a 

UIJI ?■■■■■■ 

■ ■ a ■ ■ ■ i 


16 Most noisy 

11 Aspersion 

12 Organ of hearing 

14 Ardour 

15 Cereal crop 

18 Part of arcam- 
ference of circle 

SI Young of sheep 

23 Vacation 

25 Wind of S. France 
SBFisb 

87 Sailing vessel 
28 Sanity 

DOWN 

1 Coax 

2 Formal reprool 

3 Son-shade 

4 Hideous 

5 Whole 

6 Tolerate 

7 Mediterranean 
island 

13 Game of chance 

16 News 

17 Thin, insubstantial 

19 Very young person 

26 Large snake 

22 Pleasant sounds 

24 Worry 


He added that until two years ago 
cotton was a very profitable crop and 
that he was confident world prices 
would pick up soon. “Because of one 
or two bad years, we cannot dose 
down an entire branch of agricul¬ 
ture. We have too much invested for 
that. If the government decides to 
close down cotton growing, it will 
have to invest similar stuns in 
alternative crops. Tbe bottom line is 
that there is simply no other good 
crop to plant in the summer 
months.” 


By JOSE PH MORGENSTERN 

QUESTION — Your recent ex¬ 
planation that ihe-shekd’s linkage to 
tbe dollar or to toe cost-of-living 
index is the key to the gcc mn nta tkm 
of $42 billion in saving, falls short of 
the mark. 

Looking at Weimar Germany dur¬ 
ing tbe period of the great inflation of 
1922/23, it is commonly accepted 
theory that millions of Gomans 
would not have turned to Hitler if 
linkage of their savings had then been 
m force. Could it hot be that smne of 
the $42b. rightfhOy belongs in the till 
of the income tax office? Is it not 
possible for. our government to call 
back all the dollars, marks and 
pounds sterling in such a way that the 
av e r age citizen would not hesitate to 
deposit his hard currency foods, or is 
the confidence of the people in the 
government lost for good? 

ANSWER-You have a point. Just 
one example is salaries. Over the 
years, employers have been known 
to pay employees in such a way as to 
“shelter” them from income tax. 
Reimbursement of expenses not 
actually inc ur red is one of these 
abuses. Part of such reimbursement 
could easily have wound up in sav¬ 
ings accounts rather than as col¬ 
lected tax. But the prerequisite for 
the emergence into tbe open of all 
.these funds and their deposit in bank 
accounts, must be economic, fiscal 
and monetary stability. Add to this a 


hW pinch of feithmflie govern¬ 
ment, and you may windup with 
recipe satisfectoxy to ah- 

whidi co ntain * I think, 90 

silver. I doubt that few 

are of interest to asenons 

is* bat I may be wrong. Could yo« 

advise me as to tbe current value m 

terms of sflver content thesec^ 

and the most remunerative method 

exploiting them? 

^ANSWER - There are catalogues 
such as the Standard Catalogue of 
World Coins, or other similar ones, 
which indicate market prices for 
most coins in the world, far 36 *! 
banks, such as the Union Bank, and 
other specialist institutions * n 
Europe, such as the Monetarism, 
which is part of the Credit Suisse 
Bank, through which the bank can 
sell coins, can be of help to you. 


CHINATOURS. - A total of 17.83 
million tourists - including from 
neighbouring Hongkong and Macao 
- visited China last year, a 39 per 
cent increase over 1984, the official 
New China News Agency reported 
yesterday. 


WHAT'S ON 


Main Museum. 6 and 8.30: film -The Killing 
Fields. At 8: opening of Early 20th Century 
Posters exhibition. 


Notices in this feature are charged 
at NIS 6.90 per line including VAT. 
Insertion every day of the month 
costs NIS 138 per line, including 
VAT, per month. 


Conducted Tours 

HADASSAH — Guided tour of all Installa¬ 
tions * Hourty tours at Kiryat Hadassah and 
Hadassah Mt Scopus. ★ Information, re¬ 
servations: 02-41S333,02-446271. 


Kafka (1938-1979). Sculptures, drawings, 
paintings, photographs. Museum Collec¬ 
tion. Museum Visiting Hours: Sun.-Thur. 
10-2; 5-9. Sat 11-2; 7-10. Fri. dosed. Hele¬ 
na Rubinstein Pavilion: Scopes of Cbn- 
t&mporary Drawing from Kunstmuseum 
Basel. Vrsrtmg Hours: Sun.-Thur. 10-1; 
5-7. Fri. 10-1. Sat 11-2. 


Conducted Tours 


JERUSALEM 

Museums 

ISRAEL MUSEUM. Exhibitions: Two 
Artists, Two Landscapes, works by Shalvah 
Segal and Eli Shvadron 0 Traditional Jewel¬ 
ry, Permanent Diaplay of Jewish Ethnog¬ 
raphic Jewelry 0 Ancient Mirrors, display of 
mirrors from different cultures 0 Contem¬ 
porary Art from the Museum's Collection. Q 
Milestones in Israel Art. major works of this 
century plus audio-visual programme 
(Ayala Zacks Abramov Pavilion) 0 Building 
In Jerusalem, computer games to building 
with stone 0 “Nerot Mrtzvah," Ideas for 
Light in Jewish Ritual 0 The Cosmic and the 
Divine, Andean textiles 0 Pfscescape: 14 
artists present versions of surrounding 
landscapesJPatey Centra, near Rockefeller 
Museum). 0 Permanent collections of 
Judaica, Archaeology, and Ethnic Art-0 
Rockefeller Museum: dosed till Feb. 28. 
Visiting Hoars/E vents. Main Museum: 
Open 4-10. Shrine of the Book 10-10. At 3: 
Guided tour (English) of Shrine of the Book. 
4-6: Guided tour of Citadel Museum for 
teachers; At 4.30: Guided tour (English) 


HEBREW UNIVERSITY 

1. Tours in English at 9 and 11 a.m. from 
Administration Building, Givat Ram Cam¬ 
pus. Buses 9,28,24 and 16. 

2. Mount Scopus tours 11 a.m. from the 
Bronfman Reception Centre, Sherman 
Building. Buses 9, 28,4a. 26 and 23 to the 
first underground stop. Further details: Tel. 
02-882819. 


AMTT WOMEN (formerly American Miz- 
rachi Women). Free Morning Tours - 8 
Alkalai Street, Jerusalem. Tel. 02-699222. 
ORT. To visit our technological High 
Schools call Jerusalem 533141; Tel Aviv 
396171.233231,240529; Netanya 33744. 


AMfT WOMEN (formerly American Miz- 
rachi Women). Free Morning Tours — Tel 
Aviv. Tel. 220187.233154. 

WIZO. To visit our projects call Tel Aviv, 
232939; Jerusalem, 226060; Haifa, 88817. 
PIONEER WOMBV-NA'AMAT. Morning 
tours. Tel Aviv, 210791. Jerusalem 244878. 
HADASSAH VISITORS DEPT. Astor 
Hotel, Room 01. 105 Hayarkon St, Tel 
03-223141. 


HAIFA 

Museums 


Miscellaneous 

LA. MAYER MEMORIAL INSTITUTE 
FOR ISLAMIC ART. Visiting hours: Sun.- 
Thur. 10-1; 3306. Fri. closed. Sat and 
holidays 10-1. 2 Ha pa I much St, Tel. 02- 
661291/2. Bus no. 15. 


TEL AVIV 
Museums 

TEL AVIV MUSEUM. Exhibitions: Dm 


HAIFA MUSEUM, 26 Shabtal Levy St Tel. 
04-523255. ExhibWoni:Modem Art - 
Ya'acov Hefetz, Sculptor, 17 Naive Artists. 
Ancient Art -Jewish coins of the Second 
Temple Period, Egyptian textiles, terracotta 
figurines, Shikmona finds. Music and 
Ethnology- Jewish costumes. 20 porcelain 
pieces from the Fela and Natan Ceinik 
collection, U.S .A. Open: Sun.-Thur. and 
Sat 10-1; Tub. and Sat also 6-9. Ticket 
also gives admission to National Mari¬ 
time, Prehistory and Japanese Art 
Museums. 


GENERAL ASSISTANCE 


EMERGENCY 

PHARMACIES 


FIRST AID 


-• ■ V 

Rape Crisis Centre (24 hours), for help call, 
Tel Aviv, 234819, Jerusalem - 245554, and. 
Haifa 88791. 

Jerusalem Institute for Drag Prebtoms- 

Tel. 663828.663902,14 Bethlehem Rd. 


Jerusalem: Opietka, 1 10 J affa. 539021; 
Balsam, Salah Eddin, 272315; Shu’afat, 
Shu'afat Road, 810108; Dar Aldawa, 
Herod's Gale, 282058. 

Tel Aviv: Hakirya, 19 Ibn Gabtrol. 226686; 
Kupat Holim Leumrt, 4 Heftman, 257221. 
Net an y a : Neot Shaked. Ezorim Commer¬ 
cial Centra, 52484. 

Haifa: Hanassi, 33 Sd. Hanassi. 333312. 


{Magen David Adorn emergency phone 
'numbers (round the clock service). 


DUTY HOSPITALS 


Ashdod 4 1333 
Ashkelon 23333 
Bat Yam *5511111 
Beersheba 74767 
Carmiel *988655 
Dan Region *781111 
Eilat 7233 
Hadera 22333' 

Haifa *512233 
Hatzor 36333 
Hoton 803133 


Jerusalem *523133 
Kiron 344442 
IGryatShmona *44334 
Nahariya *923333 
Netanya *23333 
Petah Tikva *9231111 
Rehovot*451333 
Rishon LeZion942333 
Safed 30333 
Tel Aviv *240111 
Tiberias *90111 


The National Poison Contro l Cen tre at. 
Ram bam Hospital, phone (04)529205, for- 
emergency calls, 24 hours a day, for in- 
,formation in case of poisoning. 


Kupat Holim Inf orm a tion Centra TeL 

03-433300, 433500 Sunday-Thursday, 8 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Fridays 8 ajm. to 3 pjn. t . 


POUCE 


DitflOO in moot parts ofthe country, in 
Tiberias dial 924444, Kiryat Shmona 


Jerusalem: Bikur Holim (Internal, obstet¬ 
rics), Shaare Zedek (surgery, orthopedics, 
ophthalmology), Hadassah EK. (pediatrics. 
E.N.T.) 

Tel Aviv: Rokah (pediatrics, internal,- 
surgery). 

Netanya; Laniado (obstetrics, gynecology. 
Internal, surgery, pediatrics). 


Mobile Intensive Care Unit (MICU) ser¬ 
vice in the area around the dock. 

‘101 Emergency phone number In most 
areas. 


FLIGHTS 


"Eran" - Mental Health First AM, Tel: 24-Hours Right Information Service: 

Jerusalem 227171. Tel Aviv 261111/2, Haifa Call 03-9712484 (muto-Tme). Arrivals Oniy 
672222, Beersheba 4181 11 , Netanya 35316. (Taped Message) 03-3811 11 (20 lines) 


Second Programme 


TELEVISION 


7 -DO This Morning - news magazine 

8.05 Safe Journey 

9-05 House Call - with Rrvka Michaeii 

10.10 All Shades of the Network 

12.10 Open Line-news and music 
13.00 Midday - news commentary, 
music 

14.06 Matters of Interest 

15.10 Magic Moments 
16.05 Songs and Homework 

17.10 Economics Magazine 
1806 Health and Medical Magazine 
18.45 Today in Sport 

19.05 Today— radio newsreel 
19.35 New World - environment 
magazine 

20J06 Cantorial Requests 
22.05 Once More- repeat broadcast 
23.05 Quizzes 


EDUCATIONAL: 

8.15 School Broadcasts 14.00 Evolu¬ 
tion (part 8) 1420 Laurel and Hardy 
1445 Hello Israel 15.00 Rahov Sum- 
sum 1520 Rainbow 16.00 Pretty But¬ 
terfly 1625 DicfcTurpin (part 6) 17.00 
A New Evening - live magazine 
CHILDREN'S PROGRAMMES: 

17- 30 News for Young Children 
18JX) Break Point Part 2 of a 6-part 
British drama by Jeremy Burnham 
ARABIC LANGUAGE programmes: 
18JO News roundup 

18- 32 So nos and dances 

19.00 Safari to Adventure: 
Part 6:Ratdesnake Hunt 
1930 News 

HEBREW PROGRAMMES resume at 
-20.00 with a news roundup 
202)2 Road Safety. Israeli TV quiz, 
introduced by Sefi Rivlin 


20.30 Kolbotek 

21.00 Mabat Newsreel 

21-40 Second Look-focus on matters 

of moment 

2220 Rainy Day Woman. British dra¬ 
ma by David Pina about British morale 
during the Second World War 
2345 News 


Army 


JORDAN TV (unofficial): 

17-30 Cartoons 18.00 French Hour 
19-30 News in Hebrew 2OJ00 News in 
Arabic 2030 That's my Boy 21.30 For¬ 
tunate Life 22.00 News in English. 
22-20 Magnum 

MIDDLEEASTTV (from TJL north): 
13.00 Animals, Animals, Animals 

13.30 Another Life 14.00 700 dub 

14.30 Shape-Up 15-00 Afternoon 
Movie 16.30 Spiderwoman 17.00 
Flying House 17.30 Muppets 18.00 
Battiestar Galactica 19.00 News 20.00 
Riptide 21.00 Another Life 21.30 
Simon & Simon 2230 Airwolf 2330 
700 Club 



CINEMAS 


620 University on the Air 
7.07 “707"-with Fitan (Jfscfiitz 
8.05 Good Morning Israel 
9.05 Right Now-with Rafi Reshef 
11.06 The Old Days - with Orly Yaniv 
13.05 Israeli Style-with Eli Yisraefi 
152>5 What's Doing-with ErezTal 
16.05 Four in the Afternoon 
17.00 Evening Newsre el 
18.05 Economics Magazine 
19.05 Radio Radio 
20.05 Not Only Rock 
21.00 Mabat-TV Newsreel 
21-30 University on the Air (repeat)- 
22.05 Popular songs 
23.05 Classical Night Birds 


Israel Cinematheque: Queen Kelly 7; 
Dead of Night 930; Institut Franeab:. 
La Guerre des Boutons 730 


JERUSALEM 430.7. 9 
Eden: White Nights 4.15, 6.45, 9.15; 
E*Hson: Commando; Habira: Back to 
the Future 430,645.9; Kfir: Rocky IV; 
Mitchell: Target 6.45, 9.15; OrgH: 
Year of the Dragon 4, 630. 9; Oma: 
Crazy Weekend; Ron: The Lover; 
Semadar: Purple Rose of Cairo 7,9.15; 
Bmyenai Ha*oma: When Father Was 
Away on Business 645.9; Bait Aaron: 
Gorky Park 930; Indiana Jones and the 
Temple of Doom 12 midnight; Cine¬ 
matheque: Snow White and tha Seven 
Dwarfs 4; Sunset Boulevard 7; La 
Samourei 730 (small Hall); Scarfece 
930 (small hall); Pbcote 930; Israel 
Museum: Tha Killing Raids 6,830 


HAIFA 430.0.48.9 

Amphitheatre: Back to the Future 
435, -7, 9.15; Armon: Commando; 
Atasnon: Death Wish HI, 430,-7, 9; 
Cbsn:Rumble Fish; Karan Or Kane- 
hudash: Kaos 6, SMorlah: closed for 
renovations; Orafi: The Lover. 430,7. 
9.15; Orly: Jagged Edge 645,9; Peer: 
Crazy Weekend; Ron: Rocky IV, 4,645. 
9.16; Shevite Ran 6, 9; Rev-Gat 1: 
Year of the Dragon 345, 630. 9.15; 
Rev-Gat 2: White Nights 345. 630. 
9.15 


Yesterday’s Solution 


0QQHHI1EI0 HEK3EEE 
H □ □ E3 0 □ O 
□aasciniao sqdbqe 
ansa □ □ m 
□□□anaaa saaaua 

□ □anaaaa 
□anaaBHEaca 

ansaatacQ 
aamsQQQDina 

□ HBEDsana 

□saana □anDsans 
a 0 in □ a E 0 
□HQQaa □□□amnan 
E3 □ □ □ □ 0 □ 

anoEna qbhooeeq 


QUICK SOLUTION 


ACROSS: I Wield, 4 VUddb SM 
t«n . 9 Minus. M Error. B SHoifc 
U Aver, IS Scheme. 1* Infers » 
Nose. 22 Royalty, Z4 Witch, » Point 
81 Travafl, ZS Dresses 29 Ether. 
DOWN: l Wenders, t Enter. 3 Dia¬ 
gram. 4 Valise, 5 Hamer, 6 Condone, 
7 Essen. 12 Iris, 14 Vent, 16 Hay¬ 
wire, IS Newgate. IS Schol ar, a 
owner. 22 Boued. 23 Lotos. 25 Traah. 


TELAVIV4J0,7.15,930 
ADenby: Naked Fee®5.730.930; Belt 
Leinfci: Fright Night 11.15 p.m.; Ben- 
Yehtida: Bade to the Future; Chan 1: 
Year of the Dragon 4.15, 7. 945; Chan 
2: American Flyer 5, 7.20, 945; Chan 
3: Marie 5. 730, 945; Chan 4: Doin' 
Time 1030.1.30.446,730.940; Chan 
5: The Sure Thing 103a 130.4.45.7, 
940; Cfawma One: For Those I Loved 
5, 8; Cinema Two: Purple Rose of 
Cairo; Pe K alr White Nights 7, 930; 
Difvn-ln: Les Ripoux 7.15, 930; Sex 
film, 12 midnight; Esther: Crazy 
Weekend; Gat: Plenty 430, 7. 930; 
Gordon:Choosa Me; Hod: Death Wish 
III; Lav I: Target 130, 430. 7.15,930; 
Low II: Destiny 2. 5.730, 9.40; Limor 
HamebodaafarPrizzi's Honor 4.30. 7. 
930; Maxim: Birdy 430.7.930: Mog- 
nfai: Commando; Oriy: And the Ship 
Sails On 430, 7, 930; Paris: When 
Night Falls 12. 2. 4, 7.15. 930: Pear: 
When Father was Away on Business 
4.15,7.930; Shahaf: Tha Lover; Stu- 
Mo: Jagged Edge; Taimiz Hamohu- 
da*h: Clockwork Orange 7, 930; 
Tchalet: Deer Hunter 6, S; Tal Aviv: 
Rocky IV; Tel Aviv Mosanm: Favorites 
Of the Moon; ZofOn: Ran 6.15, 930; 


RAMATGAN 

Annan: Crazy Weekend 5, 7.15, 930: 
Ufy:Prizzi’s Honor 7,930; Romancing 
the Stone 430; Oasis: Year of the 
Dragon 6.50.930; Ord ea: Death Wish 
III, 7.15,930; Ramat Gan: For Those I 
Loved 645,930; Rav-Gan 1: Marie 5. 
730, 9.40; Rev-Gen 2: Birdy 5. 730, 
9.45; Rev-Geo 3: American Flyer 8 
730, 945; Rev-Gan 4: Plenty 430. 
7.10.940 


HEKZUYA 

David: Crazy Weekend 430,7.15, 930 - 
Hecbel: Rocky IV 430. 7.15. 9.30* 
THSrat: Commando 430, 7.15, 9 . 15 ) 
Daniel Hotel: King Solomon's Mines 
7.15.930 


HOLON 

NKgdai: Year of the Dragon 7. 93 a 
Savoy: Rocky IV, 430. 7.15, 930 
Armon Hamehodnh: Birdy 7, gjO 
Deadly Weapon 5. 


BATYAM 

Atzmaot: Rocky IV, 430, 7.15.930 


G1VATAYIM 

Hadan Rocky IV.430,7.15.9.30 


RAMATHASHARON 


■j.; ” 


"■.'•Ci- - - 


* 

Via "■ •' 

-.ic' 

•£! • • 

— I' - ' 1 ' 

3 - • 

i'. 






! Orrirl:_:- 


%r rr - - • ■ - 


Si At !?•*•■; ... 


“ 'j:-.. • 


Kochav: Amadeus 930; Never Endiru 

Story4,7 v 















Economic hews 



Making it easier for companies 
to raise capital from the public 


c> uski 


Tuesday, February 18,1986 The Jerusalem Post Page Seven 


convention 

trade 

s ""“' ago 
wrthU.S. Ambassador Thomas Picl- 

sSir^ZlT Minis,cr Avraham 
ManraskwJ hun to use his influence 

m0re American on» a - 
n^ahons to bold their confc renSL 
andconvenUonsin Israel. 

' which Sharir held out 

would be that most elective or entice - 

authorities recognized the expense of 
“ Israel as tax Jteducti- 

International conferences brought 
JJJ? U'°®° liters to Israel last 
year. Shanr would like to see this 
figure doubled and tripled. 

Convention consciousness is con lu¬ 
pous throughout the local tourism 
industry. Tourist agencies sell con¬ 
vention packages; hotel brochures 
bron with assurances of the quality of 
convention facilities; and municipal 
bodies extol the virtues of their cities. 

The truth is that not a single hotel 
m Israel is geared for conventions. 
The majority of hotels have been 
constructed with little or no thought 
for the physically handicapped. Pro¬ 
viding wheelchair access to public 
toilets does not solve the problem. 
Often there are no ramps at the 
entrance to hotels, nor do the eleva¬ 
tors reach every floor. 

Oue of the worst offenders is the 
Jerusalem Hilton, whose below¬ 
ground meeting rooms can be 
reached only via an awkward stair¬ 
case or by the tradesmen's entrance. 
Even some people not confined to 
wheelchairs have difficulty negotiat¬ 
ing the semi-circular stairs. 

But this example is more the excep¬ 
tion than the rule. 

What nearly ail hotels lack is the 
basic infrastructure for a conference 
or convention. No suite of offices has 
been set aside for registration, in¬ 
formation and press liaison offices, 
all of which are invariably a 
makeshift affair. 


By AVITEMKIN 
• Post Economic Reporter 

The yields of short-term shekel 
deposits, such as certificates of de¬ 
posit Uapas) and short-term deposits. 
{pakam f maybe drastically cut in the 
near future to make it easier for 
private firms to raise capital directly 
from the public. 

According to government 
sources, private firms, especially 
those in financial trouble, such as 
Sole! Boneh. will issue bonds to the 
public for long and medium terms. 
The bonds will be fully linked and 
offer a yield of 8 to 9 per cent. This 
will enable flounderingfirmsto pay a 
large pan of their short-term debts 
to the commercial banks and to 
convert them into medium-term 
debts owed to the public. Some $400 
million coaid be raised this way. 

The sources indicated that the 
private-sector bonds would not com¬ 
pete with the long-term capital rais¬ 
ing programme of the government. 
“We need that money to cover debt 
repayments, so that if we fail to raise 
it. the result will be a monetary 
injection," they said. 

The new bonds would instead 
compete with short-term shekel de¬ 
posits. These deposits are not part of 
the funds raised by the government 
in the capital market, but are in fact 
resources used by the commercial 


banking system. 

The sources claimed that the com¬ 
mercial banks would not be affected 
by the new move. “The banks will 
get back thefunds they loaned out to 
private-sector firms, which are now 
in bad shape. The repayment will 
provide them with the resources they 
would otherwise lose due to the new 
bonds," the sources added. 

According to the sources, yields of 
short-term shekel deposits are cur¬ 
rently some IS per cent, in real 
terms. “That makes it impossible to 
think about any issuance of deben¬ 
tures by the private sector,” they 
said. They added that this makes it 
necessary to cut the yields of these 
deposits so as to make the new bonds 
sufficiently attractive. 

They also pointed out that Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres fully sup¬ 
ports this idea. “This is what the 
premier means in recent pronounce¬ 
ments when he says that money 
should be used to protect productive 
sectors from collapsing.” They 
added that Peres is convinced this 
will enable the government to pre¬ 
vent major bankruptcies without en¬ 
larging the budget or injecting 
money into the economy. 

The sources said that the entire 
plan is currently hanging fire until 
the current row between the Likud 
and Labour quietens down. In a few 


weeks, the derision about this plan 
will have to be made, regardless of 
political developments. 

In a related development, the 
Treasury yesterday enlisted the help 
of Prof. Michael Bruno, one of the 
architects of the economic plan, in its 
controversy with the premier's 
advisers and the Labour Party over 
the need to renew economic growth 
and to support troubled sectors. 

The ministry released a letter by 
Bruno to finance Minister Yitzhak 
Moda'i. in which the professor calls 
on the minister to continue with 
efforts to stabilize the economy. 

In his letter Bruno says that the 
Treasury should not permit any 
monetary injections. “If credits are 
granted for any unforeseen conting¬ 
ency. then some other budget item 
must be cut." 

Bruno says that if the momentum 
of the economic plan is sustained, 
economic growth will follow, even if 
this develops only gradually. “The 
most dangerous phenomenon of the 
list few weeks is the attitude that 
another few percentage points of 
inflation would be a small price to 
pay for the renewal of economic 
growth." Bruno emphasized that 
with this approach the economy 
would gradually slip back into the 
crisis conditions from which it 
emerged only last July. 


No free lunch- even in banking 



Organizations in any way affiliated 
with the Jewish .Agency do not as a 
rale suffer from lack of administra¬ 
tive facilities, but that is to the credit 
of the Jewish Agency’s public rela¬ 
tions department, and not to the hotel 
in which a congress is being held. The 
Jewish Agency amply moves its PR 
operations lock, stock and barrel into 
the hotel for the required period. 

The question is, why should it or 
any other organization have to do 
this? Why is the required equipment 
not permanently on band? For that 
matter, why should typists recording 
the proceedings of these affairs have 
to strain their eyes in dimly lit hotel 
bedrooms or small conference 
rooms, which serve as temporary 
offices? 

And the strain isn’t limited to the 
typists atone. Conference partici¬ 
pants who want to lake notes seldom 
have desks at their disposal nor do 
they have the benefit of bright tights. 
The “intimate lighting” of a con¬ 
verted banquet haU has to suffice for 
conventions as well. 

Rarely are these banquet halls 
sound-proof. The. concentration of 
conventioneers & disturbed by the 
dink of coffee cups and the hum of 
conversation in the foyer on the one 
side, or the rattle of pots and pans in 
the kitchen on the other.' 

Simultaneous translation booths, 
which should be part and parcel of 
hotel convention facilities, almost al¬ 
ways have to be hired from external 

sources. . 

These are just some of the irri¬ 
tants. Israeli hoteliers can rightfully 
argue that the situation isn’t much 
better in some other countries and 

worse in many. _ 

But Israel is stiB struggling to 
attract as many as two mfliion tour¬ 
ists a y ear, and to borrow from one of 
the best known car rental firms, -we 
have to try harder.” Foreign conven¬ 
tion planners must be convinced that 
their organization would 

oat on the best if it by-passrf ls™cj- 

Nothing short of a 

architectural design » r lsrath “ , 
is needed to give 


significant hire, 
sole factor in 
Israel. Jt has to 


I hL AVIV. - A dangerous miscon¬ 
ception is at present given currency 
in the press. Bank charges, it is said, 
are ridiculously high- This is not in 
accordance with the facts. Bank 
charges are, with few exceptions, 
fair to modest. 

It is usually thought by laymen 
that the modern machines which at 
the touch of a few buttons spew out a 
multitude of figures are inexpensive. 
The opposite is correct. 

The automation of banking, which 
in Israel is more advanced than in 
many European countries, is a costly 
process. It would be counterproduc¬ 
tive if the customer was not charged 
for the full cost of this much im¬ 
proved service. 

It is not easy to determine what 
these costs are. But a simple com¬ 
parison of the charges made by 
banks here with those in Europe and 
certainly in the U.S., shows that in 
nearly all cases Israeli banks charge 
less. Sometimes much less. Especial¬ 
ly the so-called minimum charge, the 
base fee that has to be paid regard¬ 
less of the size-of the transaction, is 
much lower in Israel than abroad. 

There is a danger in keeping bank 
charges too low. The risk of a cus¬ 
tomer becoming “overbanked,“ a 
typical Israeli disease? increases 
when banks chargers rthan ttreir 
actual costs.,This lead ency-increases 
when banks advertise, as some do 


FACTIONS 

(Continued from Page One) 

nished the Alignment’s image.” 

Coalition chairman Haim Kauf¬ 
man said later that the big parties 
should find a way of cooperating 
more courteously in the cabinet, 
instead of behaving in a “superficial 
and coarse manner.” ' 

Alignment .faction chief Rafi Edri 
easily persuaded the coalition execu¬ 
tive to drop the issue of the economic 
restraint programme and the prop¬ 
osals for economic growth. 

Earlier in the day the Likud fac¬ 
tion executive expressed its confi¬ 
dence in Finance Minister Yitzhak 
Moda'i. 


All U.S. stock markets and banks 
were closed yesterday, Wa s h in gton’s 
Birthday. 




THE VAN LEER 
JERUSALEM 
INSTITUTE 
ROOTS CENTER OF 
JEWISH STUDIES 

invite the public to the fifth 
meeting in the second series: 

A New Midrash 
—A Reinterpretation 
of Judaism 
(in Hebrew) 

Subject of the meeting: 

Judaism and 
the State of Israel 

Lecturers: 

Shkmio Avineri 
David Hartman 
Chairman: Avjezer Ravftsky 

The meeting will be on 
Wednesday, February 26,1986, 
at 8.00 p.m. at The Van Leer 
Jerusalem Institute. Albert 
Eiristeih Square. ... 

*• : ' ■ riwwwz? 


OPINION 


B^XVOET || 

today, that certain transactions are 
entirely free - if the customer only 
opens an account. This can easily 
lead to a situation where even people 
of modest means have accounts with 
two or three banks. This is usually 
entirely unnecessary and a waste of 
resources. 

But the effect of keeping charges 
too low or of eliminating them en¬ 
tirely is even more serious than that. 
Since there is no such thing as a free 
lunch, the banks must obviously try 
to compensate themselves. They 
have to make a profit. 

When securities transactions dried 
up as a source of income following 
the Stock Exchange debacle of 1983, 
the easiest way for the banks to 
compensate themselves was by 
charging a higher interest than was 
economically justified. This the 
basks did and continue to do on a 
large scale. They charge too much 
and they pay too much to depositors. 

Although interest rates have come 
down substantially Jfijvcjs ■ 

determined by the runaway inflation. 
of the first seven months of 1985, 


they are still too high. Especially 
high is the interest spread, that is, 
the margin between interest charged 
and interest paid. This is today the 
main source of profit for Israeli 
banking institutions. 

The Bank of Israel and the Fi¬ 
nance Minisuy are of course aware 
of this situation, which makes life for 
many borrowers so difficult. But 
government policy faces dilemma. 
On the one band, high interest paid 
to depositors is to be encouraged, 
since it induces saving. In addition, 
the banks are entitled to an interest 
spread that is sufficient to make their 
operations profitable. 

The government is even interested 
in letting the banks make substantial 
profits. This is in order to reduce its 
own losses when it will have to buy 
back the bank shares for which it 
paid too much at the time. 

This major financial operation 
looms only a few years ahead but it 
already casts its shadow. Today, the 
industrialists and the farmeis who 
are heavily in debt to the banks, are 
. partly paying for the folly of 1983. 

Bank charges which are too low, 
and which are compensated for by 
too high interest, aggravate this un¬ 
desirable situation. It is high time 
that so-called free lunches were abo¬ 
lished and that every customefpayat- 
least the cost of the service he re¬ 
ceived. Also in banking. 


MODA’I 


{Cntihmed from Page One) 
with regard to proposals by Peres to 
move from economic restraint to 
growth. 

Moda’i announced this earlier 
yesterday at a special meeting of the 
Likud Knesset faction called to hear 
charges by Likud ME Michael Eitan 
that “Peres is trying to milk the 
public parse to support Sold Boneh 
and the ffistadrut bolding corpora¬ 
tion, Hevrat Ba’Ovdim, and help 
them out of their financial straits/’ 


Eitan is known in the Likud for his 
total antagonism towards the Hfstad- 
rui’s economic corporations. 

Moda’i said that a joint team com¬ 
prising Treasury officials and offi¬ 
cials of Hevrat Ha’Ovtfim was study¬ 
ing Sold Boneh’s financial position 
but had not yet submitted recom¬ 
mendations to him. 

The finance minister said: “The 
economic restraint programme win 
soon collapse if we open the taps and 

let an inflationary tide surge through 
the economy.” 


‘Fear of Aids boosts plastic plate sales’ 


TEL AVIV. - A leading manufac¬ 
turer of disposable plates and cups 
daimed yesterday that sales have 
risen significantly in recent months 
because of public concern over Aids. 

The firm. Polybid, of Kibbutz 


Mishinar Hanegev, says it disco¬ 
vered this during a survey to deter¬ 
mine why its sales of foamed polys¬ 
tyrene (“kal-kar”) dishes meant for 
one-time use had suddenly in¬ 
creased. 


International company requires- 

BILINGUAL CLERK 

(Hebrew/English) 

experienced and qualified to handle a dynamic, modem, 
computerized office. Hebrew typing, experience in 
word processor and computerized telex. 
Interesting work and good prospects for advancement. 

5 day week, 8.30 am.—4.30 p.m.; Good conditions. 

ffrii Mrs. Banna Cahane, 03-262233. 

idiar-anzi 


South African Investors 

seek 

approved enterprises 
wishing to rent new buildings 

Call Omari and Rabinowfe, Lawyers 
Tel. 03-299533 


Wanted: Live-In Maid 

for private house in Rehavia, 
Jerusalem. Tel. 02-668662,02-632848 


mm 
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Israel Money Markets February 17.1986 


SHEKEL INTEREST RATES . 

PRIME BORROWING RATE: 2V&% per month 
Unlinked Deposit (Annual Rates) 


LEUMI 
HAPOAUM 
DISCOUNT 
MIZRAHI 
FIRST INTL 


LAST UPDATED 

17.2 
9 2 
14-2 
9.1 . 

52 


TAP AS 

12-23% 

16-24% 

16-24% 

12-19% 

12-24% 


PAKAM 7-DAY 

13- 23% 
16-25% 
16-25% 
12-24% 

14- 24% 


Rates vary according to size of deposit 
(Tapas: demand deposit paying daily interest 
Pakam: fixed-term deposit available from 7 to 50 days.) 

PATAH—FOREIGN CURRENCY DEPOSIT RATES (as of February 17) 

3-MONTHS 6-MONTHS 

USD 7375 7.500 

STG 11-750 11.750 

DMK 3-875 3.875 

SFB 3250 3.375 

YEN 4500 4.375 

Rata vary according to size of deposit and are subject to change. 


SHEKEL FOREIGN EXCHANGE RATES 

CHEQUES AND 

COUNTRY CURRENCY TRANSACTIONS 

Purchase. Sale 

U.S A. DOLLAR 1 T.470B 1.4882 

■ GREAT BRITAIN STERLING 1 2.0834 2.1OSS 

GERMANY MARK 1 £269 -6348 

FRANCE FRANC 1 .2043 -2068 

HOLLAND GULDEN 1 .5552 .5622 

SWITZERLAND FRANC 1 -7581 .7676 

SWEDEN KRONA 1 .1984 -2009 

NORWAY KRONE 1 -2009 -2034 

DENMARK KRONE 1 -1702 .1724 

FINLAND MARK 1 -2795 -2830 

CANADA DOLLAR 1 10528 1.0660 

AUSTRALIA DOLLAR 1 1-0310 1.0439 

SOUTH AFRICA RAND 1 -7067 .7156 

BELGIUM FRANC 10 .3026 .3064 

AUSTRIA SCHILLING 10 -8922 3034 

ITALY LIRE 1000 .9213 .9328 

JAPAN mi 100 .8128 .8230 

JORDAN DINAR 1 - - 

EGYPT POUND 1 - - 


SUPPLIED BY RANK LEUMI 


BANKNOTES 
Purchase.- Sale 
1.45 1.5 : 


PAKAM 30-PAY 

1M1% 

18-26% 

18-24% 

12-24% 

14-24% 


12—MONTHS 
7.625 
11.500 
4.000 
3375 
4375 


BANK OF ISRAEL 
Representative Rates 
1.4808 
2.0982 
0.6311 
0.2057 
0.5586 
0.7638 
0.1995 
0.2023 
0.1712 
0-2813 
1.0598 
1.0343 
0.7100 
03085 
0.8981 
03277 
0.8183 
33382 


European Financial Markets 

Precious Metals 


GOLD: 

LONDON 

A.M. FIX 

333.00 

P.M. FIX 

333.00 



PARIS 

NOON FIX 

334.56 

ZURICH P.M. 

333.50 


SILVER: 

LONDON 

FIX 

586.00 




PLATINUM: 

LONDON 

P.M. 

374.75 




PALLADIUM: 

LONDON 

P.M. 

101.00 




FOREIGN CURRENCY CROSS RATES (London 15-30GMT) 




Forward Rates 


SPOT 

3MTHS 

6 MTHS 


12MTHS 

POUND STERLING 


1-4187/97 

162/158 

310/305 


545/535 

DEUTSCHE MARK 


2-3395/05 

200/196 

392/382 

• 

789/779 

SWISS FRANC 


1.9480/90 

199/194 

385/370 


773/743 

DUTCH GULDEN 


2.6430/45 

145/140 

290/280 


615/590 

FRENCH FRANC 


7.1850/00 

1150/1250 

1850/2000 


2500/2800 

JAPANESE YEN 


180.20/30 

88/83 

186/176 


3831363 

ITALIAN LIRA - 


1591.5/3.0 

4001420 

6901730 


1130/1180 

BELGIAN FRANC 


47.85/90 

33130 

48/58 


60/75 

HONGKONG DOLLAR 


7.806585 

285/245 

545/505 


1150/750 

SJkHUCAN RAND 


0-4800/20 

52/42 

nisi 


127/ 97 

CANADIAN DOLLAR 


13955/65 

138/145 

220/235 


325/355 

AUSTRALIAN DOLLAR 


0.6988/98 

173/169 

320/315 


530/520 

SWEDISH KRONA 


7.4050/00 

610/650 

1080/1160 


1675/1800 

NORWEGIAN KRONE 


73990/40 

940/980 

1930/2010 


3775/3900 

DANISH KRONE 


8.6300/00 

—10/+70 

—1Q/+130 


-1Q/+250 


Formula for determining forward rates:: 
high/low (eg. 220/210) — Deduct from spot price, 
(ow/high lag. 2101220 )—add to spot price. 



MARKET STATISTICS 


Indices: 

General Share Index 9939 +038% 

Non-Bank Index 10538 +0.70% 

Arrangement 9635 +0.08% 

Insurance 112.15 +0.88% 

Commerce, Services 105.42 +1.65% 

Real Estate 115.67 +030% 

Industrials 103.40 + 0 . 82 % 

Textiles 122-72 +038% 

Metals 99.76 +130% 

Electronics 9435 +0.12% 

Chemicals 10230 +138% 

Industrial Invst 10737 +0.45% 

Investment Cos. 109.18 -0.06% 

Genera] Bond Index 96.54 -036% 

Index-linked Bonds 96.68 -0.47% 

Fully-linked 9730 -0.05% 

Partially-linked 9535 -0.74% 

Dollar-finked Bonds 95.77 +0.08% 

Short-term 0-2 yrs 97.01 +0.67% 

Medium-term 2-5 yrs 96.64 -0.15% 

Long-term 5+ yrs 95.51 -0.50% 


Turnovers: 

Shares-total ' NIS 7,453,900 

Arrangement NIS 2309300 

Non-bank NIS 4*644,100 

Bonds-total NIS 2,553300 

Index-linked NIS 890300 

Dollar-finked NIS 1,663,600 

Treasury Bills ? NIS 187,600 

Share Movements: 


Advances 220 (301) 

of which 5%+ 48 (156) 

"buyers only" 15 (24) 

Declines 93 (21) 

of which 5%- 19 (3) 

"sellers only" 3 (0) 

Unchanged 79 (65) 

Trading Haft 52 (571 

Bond Market Trends: 

Index-finked 

3% fully-linked StablaffBlIs to 2% 


435% fully-linked 
80% linked 
90% linked 
Double-finked 
Dollar-linked 
Admon 
Rimon 
Gil boa 

For. Cun. 
denominated 
Treasury Bills 
(monthly yield) 


Stabiatfalls to 3% 
Mixed to 2% 

Falls to 1% 
Unchanged 

Rises to 1% 

Falls to 1% 

Monor move me ms 


1.64% to 134% 


SELECTED PRICE QUOTATIONS 


Name Price Volume % 

'OOONIS change 

Commercial Banks 

(not part of "arrangement") 
Maritime 1 810 2996 -33 

first IrrYI 2830 3052 + 1A 

RBI 2795 4468 

Commercial Banks 

(part of "arrangement**) 


IDBr 
Union 0.1 
Discount 
Mizrahi 
Hapoafim r 
General A 
LeumiO.1 
fin.Trade 


73310 514 
54950 70 
94250 70 
30180 600 
49820 1978 
128050 7 
31615 3058 
43000 


Mortgage Banks 

Leumi Mori r 3370 308 

Dev. Mori. 848 1259 

Mishkan r 1759 200 

Tefahotr 9900 32 

Meravr 1730 662 

Financial Institutions 

AgricC 23521 3.9 

Ind. Dev. DO no trading 
Clef Leasing 0.1 4889 34 


Trade & Services 

MeirEzra 4150 

Supersol 2 3951 

Defekr 3855 

Lighterage notradin 
Cold Storage 749 

Dan Hotels 3533 

Yarden Hotel 1910 

Hilonl 5754 

Team 1 1661 


Agriculture 

Azorim 

Eilon 

Africa Isr. 0.1 
Dankner 
Prop. & Bldg. 
BaysideO.1 • 
ILDCr 
Rasscor 
Mehadrin 
Hadarim . 

Industrials 

Dubekb 

Pri-Zel 

Sunfrost 

Elite 


4150 

60 

-12 

3951 

788 

— 

3855 

1872 

— 

no trading 
749 

381 

+4.8 

3533 

100 

+5.0 

1910 

24 

— 

5754 

53 

+5.0 

1661 

2332 

+10.0 


Arrangement yields: 

IDBord. 15.09% 

Union 0.1 14.77% 

Discount A 14.78% 

Mizrahi r. 15.08% 

Hapoafim r. 15.08% 

General A 14.83% 

Leumi stock 15.13% 

Fin. Trade! 14.07% 


Elron 352000 12. 

Aril 37200 136 

Clal Electronics 2800 3339 

Spectranix 1 1675 1245 

TAT. 1 3300 224 

Ackersteinl no trading 


Agan5 
Alliance 
Dexter 
Fertilisers 
Haifa Chem. 


14600 69 

799 530 


845 7490 


Insurance 

Ararat 0.1 r 
Hassnehr 
Phoenix 0.1 

Hamishmar 
Menorah 1 

Saharr 
Zion Hold. 1 


3377 90 
2585 4187 
1250 1655 
4600 20 
5928 40 
2548 222 
8873 11 


Argaman r 
Delta G1 
Maquette 1 

Eaglel 

PolgatO.I 
School ten na 
Rogosin 
Urdan 0.1 r 
Is. Can Co. 1 
Zion Cables 
Pecker Steel 
Etbit 3 r 


, Building and 

Tevar 

Dead Sear 

44550 

13010 

68 

1316 

+1.3 

+13 

i 



Petrochem. 

372 

21T85 

— 

2790 

1756 

+1.1 

Neca Chem. 

3300 

144 

+3.1 

980 

1582 

+43 

Frutarom 

8200 

46 

+2.5 

33200 

147 

+4.8 

Ha dera Paper 

138000 

23 

— 

2880 

30 

. +0.4 

Central Trade 

5600 

969 

— 

2180 

1050 

+0.7 

Koorp 

4017240 

— 

+3.8 

3515 

138 


Clallnds. 

1285 

14618 

+0.4 

30750 

2265 

210 

181 

+2.8 

+4.6 

Investment Companies 


10810 

174 

— 

IDS Dev. r 

2950 

-3803 

-0.8 

999 

2118 

-13 

Ellem 

2110 

2351 

+1.7 




Afikl 

546 

1585 

— 




. Gahelet 

1225 

25 

+0.8 

2490 

876 

_ 

Israel Corp. 1 

5003 

b.o.1 

+5,0 

4060 

2871 

+4.1 

Wolfsonl r 

62000 

- 

+6.0 

5045 

10 

-1.1 

Hapoafim Inv. 

4205 

1225' 

— 

10000 

361 


Leumi Invest 

3839 

1219 

+8.5 

525 

1236 

+6.3 

Discount Invest 3970 

3295 

+1.3 

6867 

265 

-03 

Mizrahi Invest 

8000 

198 

+6.0 

3840 

513 

-1.0 

Clal 10 

2100 

1411 

-21 

19400 

6 

+Z6 

LandeooO.1 

tnv 

— 

-5.0 

8950 

100 

+85 

Pama 0.1 

5600 

208 

+25 

8580 

12450 

3440 

436 

-02 

-1.2 

Oil Exploration' 



2565 

874 

-1.9 

PazOil ExpL 

10350 

42 

-2^4 

11900 

306 

- 

J.Q£.L 

1248 

1010 

-23 

736 

3426 

— 





1850 

455 

+0.5 

Abbreviations: 



3900 

90 

+4.7 

1 A, sellers only h bearer 


383000 

11 


tu>. buyers only r 

registered 
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THE ISRAEL ECONOMIC AND BUSINESS REVIEW 1985 



The Israel Economic and Business Review is the most comprehensive source 
of economic and commercial information and analysis of the 
. Israeli economy avaSable in English. 

Edited and pubfehed|orntiy by The JemsaJerrtPostand The Israel Economist, 

the booksuppBes Information and in-depth analysis of economic developments 
and commercial and financial trends of fheyea/. 

Introduction by Prot Zvi Sussman: Special feature essays include ana^fsb of 

the mflitaiy-industrial complex, the economy of the West Bank and Cazaand labor treneb. 

Sectorial analyses cover both rite industrial and service sectors In detaH. 

These are foHowed by extensivedata tables and other Informative 
. appendices which make the Review an indispensfcle reference manual tor 
both kKfividuah and organizations with commercial and financial interests m Israel. 


To: BOOKS, Tie Jerusalem Post 
P.O.B. 81, Jerusalem 91000 
Please send me 

THE ISRAEL ECONOMIC AND BUSINESS REVIEW 1985. 
I enclose a cheque for NIS 39.00 (incl. VAT and postage,) 

Name . 

Address ... 

City . Code . 

Tel. 
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Beyond the cabinet debate 

SOME national unity government, this government. 

True, the practice of mud slinging across the cabinet table did 
not exactly originate last Sunday morning, and nor did the 
routine publication in all the media of the details of the 
vituperative abuse exchanged between ministers. It was early in 
Menachem Begin’s rule that Ariel Sharon threatened to strip 
that venerable archeologist and DMC leader, Yigael Yadin, 
naked on the table. 

But it is also true that the invective has grown more strident 
in the present administration, which started out as a merely 
temporary political marriage of inconvenience, dictated by an 
unfortunate electoral deadlock and the spectre of economic 
catastrophe. 

The interests of the Likud and the Alignment in this 
government have from the beginning been fairly irreconcilable. 
In meeting the challenge of economic recovery, the interest of 
the Likud has been to erase any trace of its direct responsibility 
for driving the country between 1977 and 1984 right to the edge 
of bankruptcy, and to ensure that it would be the ultimate 
beneficiary from the emergency rescue programme. 

The Alignment's fear was that the sacrifice which its own 
supporters were called upon to make during the period of 
struggle with inflation, when it held the premiership, would be 
counted against it, while the eventual upturn after the “rota¬ 
tion" would be credited to the Likud. 

Premier Shimon Peres — who had stayed far above the 
cabinet fray on Sunday - was speaking as party chief rather than 
as head of the government when he reminded the nation 
yesterday of the economic devastation wrought by the Likud 
during its seven years in power. But he had reason to suspect 
that the memory of those unforgettable years might be fading 
away, and that the people could be blaming the current drug 
shortages and spreading unemployment on the Alignment, 
which had predicted them, and not on the Likud, which had 
brought them about. 

Mr. Peres must also be troubled by the fact that the execution 
of the stabilization programme, adopted by the cabinet in the 
face of opposition by most Likud ministers, is inevitably 
entrusted to the finance minister, who is a Likud leader himself. 
And while Yitzhak ModaTs original bright idea of rescuing the 
economy by administrative fiat was overruled, at the premier's 
insistence, in favour of a joint cooperative effort by the 
Histadrut, the employers and the government, it is Mr. Moda’i 
who controls the country's purse strings. 

These days Mr. Moda'i, using the powers vested in him, 
seems to be working overtime to prevent the success of the 
stabilization programme from being translated into a start on 
economic growth. 

Needless to say, the finance minister is no enemy of growth as 
such. But he must think that the time is not ripe for such a shift 
of gears; that the stabilization should first prove itself by the 
removal of all price controls, and that caution is still the order of 
the day. That, however, is not what he has been claiming: 
although he may be mainly concerned to deny the premier the 
opportunity to contribute to growth by forming an independent 
fund for the purpose, he prefers to inveigh against non-existent 
plans to print money and increase the budget. 

Rather than come to grips with Mr. Peres’s proposals to 
utilize part of the savings from lower oil prices, and part of the 
public's own regular savings, to initiate economic growth now, 
Mr. Moda’i hurls personal insult at Alignment ministers whose 
• departments the finance minister has been cruelly starving of 
funds due to them. It is regrettable that these colleagues of bis 
have been playing into Mr. Moda’i’s bands by participating in a 
disgusting travesty of a cabinet debate. 

A good case might presumably be made both for and against 
the immediate initiation of a process of economic growth. But if 
this unhappy government is to go on functioning, Mr. Moda’i 
will have to persuade the premier’s party that his preferred 
policy is not politically inspired, and that the success of his 
operation will not, in fact even against his will, knock the 
patient - Israel’s economy - into a coma of protracted 
stagnation. 

Beirut’s Jews must come home 

FOR THE THIRD time in two months, a kidnapped Lebanese 
Jew was slain in Beirut by members of the murder gang that 
goes by^the name of the Organization of the Oppressed of the 
Earth. 

The fake charge of spying for Israel levelled by the killers at 
Ibrahim Benesti needs no rebuttal: the assassination was 
plainly an act of revenge by fanatical Shi’ites under Iranian 
.influence against Israel’s security measures in southern Leba¬ 
non, which they embellished by also protesting Israel’s alleged 
desecration of Moslem holy places under its control. Rather 
than confront Israel directly, the killers chose the easier way of 
trying to influence its conduct by murdering individual 
Lebanese Jews. 

That the attempt will fail goes without saying. But is there 
anything else that Israel can do to discourage the recurrence of 
such criminal activities against fellow Jews? 

Vice Premier Yitzhak Shamir yesterday vowed that the 
Beirut killers - whose identity does not appear to be known at 
this time - would be apprehended, and duly punished.' This, 
however, was mere rhetoric, unless Mr. Shamir meant to 
convey the threat that Israel would retaliate by the random 
killing of Shi’ite extremists. The suggestion made in the local 
press that Israel should arraign Lebanon before the Security 
Council for failing to protect its Jewish citizens, can only have 
been made in jest. 

All Israel can effectively do for Lebanon’s few remaining 
Jews, thus, is to bring them over here. 

That they should still be there is utterly astonishing, as Mr. 
Shamir rightly indicated. It was much easier to extricate them 
from that vipers’ nest a while ago, but it is still not impossible. 
Their fate is in their own hands: if - and that is the only idea that 
comes to mind - they prefer such fleshpots as they still enjoy to 
life in freedom and dignity, Israel cannot but renounce 
responsibility for them. 

The same message should go out of Jerusalem to such 
countries as Iran, where a sizeable number of Jews still remains 
and to which some Jews have lately come back to reclaim their 
properties and stay on. Israel, as a Jewish state, has a duty to 
help oppressed Jews to leave countries which deny them their 
rights, including the right to leave. But it owes no such duty to 
Jews who refuse to be liberated by coining home to Israel. 


Gurdjieff 

Ouspensky 

Centre 

052-78423 


ESCORT SERVICE 

Only the be**,., 
b'; charring and 
cuh’jred escorts. 

TEL. 03-237377 
CALL: 12 noon-9 p.m. 




Keep Israel 
Beautiful 


PRIME MINISTER Shimon Peres’s 
public interment last weekend of the 
H us se in-Arafat talks was decidedly 
premature-if only because, if there 
is to be peace on Israel's eastern 
border, there will have to be talks, 
sooner or later, between Israel and a 
Jordan! an-Palestiman team repre¬ 
senting both the Jordanian monarch 
and the PLO leader. And such a 
team or delegation can and will come 
into being only if the Jordanians and 
the PLO, in pursuance of their 
agreement of last February, reach an 
acceptable formula for PLO entxy 
into the talks. 

Peres-for months, perhaps years, 
has been tellingall and sundry that in 
the end, Hussein will have to enter 
peace talks with Israel (albeit behind 
a figleaf of international accompani¬ 
ment) without the PLO and the 
Syrians. Syria is strategically bent on 
the destruction of the Zionist state 
and even tactically seems incapable 
of joining any sort of peace talks with 
Jerusalem, argues Peres. In presi¬ 
dent Hafez Assad's office hangs a 
portrait of Saladin, who began the 
destruction of the Crusader king¬ 
doms, with which Assad invariably 
compares Israel. So far so good, or 
bad. 

As to the PLO, says Peres, it too, 
partly because of the diversity of its 
component forces and partly out of 
ideological inertia, is incapable of 
seriously entering a peace dialogue 
with Israel, which would imply rec¬ 
ognition of the Jewish state and, 
ultimately, would involve formal 
acceptance of an Israel in the Middle 
East in at least most of Mandatory 
Palestine. Arafat, beset by PLO re¬ 
bels in Damascus, neutrals, like 
George Habash and Naif Hawat- 
meh, inside the PLO, who oppose 
the peace process and hardliners 
even wi thin his own official Fatah 
faction, “has a diplomacy but no 
policy.” as Peres tirelessly tells 
everyone within earshot. There is no 
talking to him. 

Thus, the sooner Hussein realizes 
this and breaks off the pointless 
dialogue with Arafat, the sooner will 
Jordan face the stark need to go it 
alone (or only with Egypt at its side) 
in the peace process with Israel, 
according to Peres. 


PERES KNOWS, along with Hus- 


Premature burial 

King Hussein and Yasser Arafat are not the only ones who must rethink 
their positions. Israel, too, must reconsider its stand on the PLO, writes 
Jerusalem Post Diplomatic Correspondent Benny Morris 


sein, Egypt’s President Hosni 
Mubarak and the U.S. (and all 
schoolchildren in the region), that in 
the absence of momentum towards 
peace there mil be not a standstill 
but a slide to war, and war sooner 
rather than later. As nature abhors a 
vacuum so the Middle East seems to 
abhor a standstill (if not actually 
peace itself). 

It was at least partly to prevent 
such a standstill in the process that 
Peres last week announced Israel's 
intention to grant a greater measure 
of self-government to the inhabi¬ 
tants. of the occupied territories. If 
the announcement was also meant as 
a minatory signal to Hussein, it prob¬ 
ably fell very flat, as no one in the 
territories will buy anything less than 
full autonomy which would quickly 
devolve into a Palestinian state. That 
is hardly what Peres (with whatever 
measure of sincerity) is offering. 

Peres, Hussein, Mubarak, the 
Americans and all schoolchildren 
also know that time is also running 
out in another sense - the physical 
process of Israeli annexation of the 
West Bank is rapidly moving to¬ 
wards the point of irreversibility. 
Hussein is said by visitors to have a 
well-thumbed copy of the Meron 
Benvenisti report on the ongoing, 
“irreversible” annexation on his cof¬ 
fee table. It is reportedly coffee- 
stained and read nightly, “like a 
Bible," by the Jordanian monarch. 

Hussein, somewhat belatedly and 
for no clear reason, has at last woken 
□p to this fact, and wants to halt or 
reverse it. The Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon, which served to highlight 
the Palestinian problem, also re¬ 
vealed to Hussein Israel's demon 
streak - which, because it might next 
be directed against the Hashemites, 
also propelled him towards the 
peace process. Peres, who rightly 
fears for the Jewish character of 


Israel, also is mortally afraid of 
annexation. • 

BUT PERES is probably the only 
person (or at least one of the few 
people) in the Middle East who 
believes (or claims to believe) that 
Hussein can go it alone and that 
peace can be concluded without (or 
in defiance of}‘the PLO. 

Everybody wbo has talked to Hus¬ 
sein (or talked to people who have 
talked to Hussein) in the past 
months has returned with the dear 
impression that the Jordanian will 
not negotiate with Israel without a 
Palestinian delegation at his side and 
that Hussein believes that a repre¬ 
sentative Palestinian delegation 'MU 
not materialize without PLO author¬ 
ization and perhaps appointment. 

The problem of PLO participation 
in the peace talks, contrary to popu¬ 
lar belief in Israel, is contingent on 
the dealing of two hurdles. It is not 
just a question of the PLO implying 
recognition of Israel through the 
acceptance of rhe relevant UN 
Security Council resolutions (242 
and 338) and renouncing terrorism 
but also of defining the Palestinian 
entry terms in such a way as to leave 
Jordan and the PLO equal partners 
in the dialogue, implying that they 
will remain equal partners in the 
post-negotiation settlement. 

Arafat, of course, prodded by the 
rebel PLO and his own hardliners 
(Farouk Kaddoumi. Abu Iyad), is 
incapable of recognizing Israel or 
implying recognition of Israel and 
renouncing terrorism without at 
least American (and possibly also 
Israeli) recognition of the Palesti¬ 
nians’ right to self-determination. 

The PLO regard recognition of 
Israel as the strongest (and perhaps 
only) political card in their band, and 
refuse to squander it. They will not 
play it unless assured of a quid pro 


quo in the same coin - American or 
American-Israeli recognition of 
Palestinian self-determination. The 
riming of the PLO declaration of 
acceptance of242arid 338, oral least 
of an announcement of willingness 
or intent to recognize these resolu¬ 
tions, most be in some mariner linked 
and synchronized with the American 
or American-Israeli quid pro quo. 

AT THE SAME rime, and this is 
hardly understood in Jerusalem, the 
PLO’s insistence on recognition of 
Palestinian self-determination and 
of high-level and equal Palestinian 
representation on the joint PLO- 
Jordanian delegation for peace 
talks, is as much linked ro the PLO's 
relations with Jordan as to the desire 
to exact concessions from the U.S. 
and Israel. 

Hussein would like a federal struc¬ 
ture, covering Transjordan and the 
areas of the West Bank and Gaza 
relinquished by Israel, to emerge as 
the outcome of the peace process: 
Amm an would be the capital, and 
the West Bank would be the junior 
partner or minor state in the federa¬ 
tion. The mainstream PLO. which 
realizes that the dream of a separate, 
independent Palestinian state 
(obnoxious to Israel, the U.S. and 
Jordan) is unattainable (certainly at 
the moment), would prefer that the 
structure emerging in a peace settle¬ 
ment be confederal, with Transjor¬ 
dan and the West Bank being equal, 
largely independent, loosely con¬ 
nected partners under the umbrella 
of the Hashemite crown. Arafat, 
who may be willing to accept some¬ 
thing less than the full confederal 
model, is.being pressured by his 
associates (such as Kaddoumi and 
Abu Iyad) not to concede on the 
recognition by all parties (especially 
Amman) of the Palestinians' right to 
self-determination and on high- 


lew l, equal PLO representation in 

the joint delegation as harbingers of 
whatmusi e^ge from the prosper 
SfeSSe talks If there is no Jorda- 
nian^and American recoputron of 
Palestinian self-determmauon and if 
the Palestinians fill a less than equal 
rote in the joint delegation, what 
tope can there be that anything 
Sibling the desired confederal 
solution will emerge from such 
talks? 

MEANWHILE, the P«ce proc«B 
has reached a watershed, jwft 
sides - except, it seems, 
ex-examining their options. Mubar¬ 
ak and Hussein, intent on halting the 
annexation and a slide to war-. are 
pushing Arafat to corn* up with a 
formula (on accepting 242 and.3*. 
and renouncing terrorism) that will 
satisfy the Americans. Arafat, it 
appeals, will attempt to convince his 
colleagues that there must be more 
PLO give if the Palestinians are ro 
get into the process and get anything 
out of it. And the Americans - as 
signalled by last week's long State 
Department statement on the 
Palestinian problem, inducting rec¬ 
ognition of the problem as more than 
a refugee problem and of the Palesti¬ 
nians’ “legitimate rights” - are 
trying to exhibit more flexibility and 
give vis-a-vis the PLO in order to 
elicit more give from Arafat. 

But it will probably ail prove an 
exerdse in shadow-boxing, futile 
and ultimately depressing, if Israel 
fails to offer anything of its own. 
And with Peres boxed in by his 
Likud partners and the inertia of 
Labour history, it is doubtful 
whether Peres will come through. 
The only bright spot on the horizon 
is the prospect of the rotation, which 
promises to transfer power from 
Labour to the Likud in six months 
time unless Peres offers concrete 
concessions to the Palestinians, con¬ 
cessions which would force the 
Likud to bolt the coalition. Ironical¬ 
ly, it may be the threat of rotation 
which will drive Labour to at last 
moderate its position on the PLO. 


CORRECTION 

The writer of “Negligent About 
Nazes" in our February 13 issue was 
Paul Korda, and not as printed. 



SHAMIR SHOULD YIELD TO PERES 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, - It is difficult to write about 
rotation without being immediately 
identified with one of the political 
parties. It is even more difficult to 
persuade readers that the writer of 
these hues is sincerely trying to 
appro 1 the subject solely from the 
point of view of the national interest. 

From what I learned during a 
recent trip to Europe, I am more 
convinced than ever that the State of 
Israel has a historic opportunity, 
which it may never have again, to 
improve its international standing. 
Changes in leadership at this critical 
juncture are liable to put an end to 
what seems such a promising pro¬ 
cess. 

I followed closely the official 
statements of European leaders and 
the expressions of public opinion in 
the media during Prime Minister 
Peres's recent trip to Europe. Shi¬ 
mon Peres has recaptured the 
esteem of the Europeans for the 
position of prime minister and for 
Israeli policy - an esteem which we 
had enjoyed until the Six Day War 
and afterwards, and which we lost 
during the difficult days following 
the Yom Kippur War. 

Shimon Peres's stamina for work 
has become legendary in Europe and 
his unstinting devotion to the peace 
process has at last given people the 
impression that Israel is on the right 
track while the Arab leaders are 
openly accused of being unwilling 
and unable to find a solution to the 

POINTLESS EXERCISE 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, - I work as a volunteer at the 
Beit Levinstein Hospital, Ra'anana. On 
February 4 at 10 a.m., a great many 
of the staff walked out in accordance 
with instructions from their union. 
Most of them stood about looking 
embarrassed, wanting to- work but 
not being allowed to do so. 

If public transport was allowed to 
run, I fail to see why hospital staffs 
were called out on strike, causing 
great inconvenience and distress to 
some of the most disadvantaged peo¬ 
ple In the community, namely the 
patients. To my mind the whole 
exercise was pointless. 

DEANA WHINE 

Kfar Sava. 


problems of the area. 

The Foreign Minister, Yitzhak 
Shamir, both because of his perso¬ 
nality and his position, is very atten¬ 
tive to what the Europeans say. He 
deserves part of the credit for our 
recent successes in renewing di¬ 
plomatic ties with African countries 
and establishing them with Spain. It 
can be expected that he and his party 
will be ready to give up temporarily 
their narrow party, interests for the 
sake of the national interest. 

Were he to give up the rotation 
voluntarily, within a framework 
which would protect the legitimate 
interests of the Likud and the right of 
its leader to be prime minister, this 
would be an impressive indication 
that he understands the present 
needs of the country and would 
contribute enormously to the success 
of the current process, which is so 
important to our future. 

A politician, by his very nature 
and as enlightened as he may be, is 
influenced by his desire to achieve 
power. But the source of this power, 
lies with the people - with the 
thousands of voters who want the 
politicians to express their views and 
act for the higher good. 

i Let ns exploit to the full the oppor¬ 
tunity which we have. The road to 
the top is arduous. Let us not change 
horses in the middle, lest the coach 
roll backward. 

SAM FEDERMAN 

Tel Aviv. 

NON-ALLOPATHIC 

TREATMENTS 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, - We are Israel-based resear¬ 
chers investigating both convention¬ 
al dnd alternative medical training 
and practice. Our particular interest 
is non-allopathic treatments. 

To further our research, we would 
like to meet Russian and Rumanian 
medical and para-medical practi¬ 
tioners who have been trained/ 
worked in the Soviet Union/ 
Rumania in the past 10 years. Any 
introductions to such persons would 
be greatly appreciated. Please phone 
02-099649. 

CAROL ANN BERN HEIM 
STEPHEN FULDER 

Jerusalem. 


PRICE CONTROL 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, - In your issue of February 7, 
David Krivine writes about the 
effect of the reduction of the price of 
fuel. From the headline he appears 
to suggest that the Minister of Ener¬ 
gy is only pressing for a reduction in 
order to gain some popularity. In the 
course of his argument to try and 
prove his point, he makes a number 
of statements that are, to say the 
least, arguable. 

1 suppose even David Krivine will 
accept that the lowering of the price 
of fuel (i.e. a reduction in the gov¬ 
ernment tax on fuel) will reduce, 
amongst other things, the cost of 
transport, heating, electricity, refri¬ 
geration etc., and as a result the cost 
of processed foods and other manu¬ 
factured goods that use heat and 
electricity in their production. At the 
moment, the government is controll¬ 
ing prices and could, if it wished, 
reduce the price of all services and 
goods affected by such cost reduc¬ 
tions. 

How can Krivine pretend that this 
will not reduce inflation? To suggest 
that the resultant saving in expendi¬ 
ture by the public at large is going to 
put more spare money in their hands 
and will cause their buying more 
consumer goods leading to price 
rises through greater demand is sure¬ 
ly wrong while there is price control 
to prevent such rises. 

JACKSKLAN 

Jerusalem. 

David Krivine comments: 

Price control and price stability 
are not the same thing. Prices are 
stable if they do not rise after price 
controls are removed. 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post % 

Sir, - I read with interest the 
proposal by MK Ehud Olmert to 
create joint rabbinic courts to deal 
with the question of “Wbo is a Jew,” 
as reported in The Jerusalem Post of 
February 7.1 commend MK Olmert 
both for the spirit of rapprochement 
and the readiness for innovative 
thinking in such a proposal. For too 
long we have seen hostility, name¬ 
calling, and even violence as the 
norm in relations between groups of 
Jews. It is gratifying to see Mr. 
Olmert speak out and seek out con¬ 
crete possibilities aimed at resolving 
rifts, rather than join the ranks of 
those content to gamer power and 
score more points for their side. 

Needless to say. any long-term 
solution to this question will need to 
recognize the pluralistic nature of 
the Jewish people even while seek¬ 
ing to promote unity. While Mr. 
Olmert’s particular proposal may 
not adequately meet the needs of 
the' various parties involved, con¬ 
tinued efforts in this direction are to 
be encouraged and supported. 

I suggest to Mr. Olmert and others 
who seek dialogue with North 
American Jewry that they turn also 
to the fourth and newest of the 
religious movements on the Amer- 


JEWISH UNITY 

ican scene, the Reconstruct!onist 
movement. Over the years, Recon- 
structionism has influenced the 
thinking, practices and institutions 
of contemporary Jewish life, 
numbering among its initiatives the 
Jewish centre concept, the bat mitz- 
va ceremony, Jewish' education in 
summer camp settings, and the 
havura. While asserting the right - 
and responsibility - of each genera¬ 
tion of Jews to study the tradition 
anew and formulate beliefs and prac¬ 
tices in light of its own understanding 
of Jewish teachings and contempor¬ 
ary developments. Reconstruction-^ 
ism ascribes utmost importance to 
Idal Yisrael, and the intelligent 
assault on barriers which divide us. 
Moreover, many of the leaders of 
this relatively young movement 
come from Orthodox, Conservative, 
or Reform backgrounds, and conse¬ 
quently offer a likely bridge between 
camps. 

Confident that the leadership of 
the Reconstructionist movement 
will offer support and creative col¬ 
laboration in response to initiatives 
from Israel, I call upon Mr. Olmert 
and others seeking shevet ahim gam 
yahdd to avail themselves of this vital 
resource. 

Rabbi MITCHELL SMITH 

Haifa. 


BATTERED WOMEN 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, -1 refer to the article, "What 
becomes of battered women?” 
(February 9). 

It is evident that the present sys¬ 
tem of shelters for battered women 
with their social workers, family 
counsellors, etc. does not solve the 
problem. Therefore, I would like to 
suggest a radical, albeit, admittedly. 


unorthodox solution: these shelters 
should hire karate teachers. After 
proper self-defence instruction, the 
battered women can safely return 
borne. Nothing could be more edu¬ 
cational for a violent husband than 
to be on the receiving end of a couple 
of well directed karate chop strokes. 

JACOB ROSIN 

Netauya. 



COLLECTOR’S 

GUIDE 

TO 

JUDAICA 

By Jay Weinstein 


An invaluable sourcebook for the collector of Judaica, the first 
of its kind. The guide focuses on an extraordinary range of 
skillfully crafted ritual otgecte covering every aspect of their ' 
stylistic history, with as much information as a collector needs 
to know. Published by Steimatzky, hardcover, 240 uages with 
352'illustrations, 32 in colour. PRICE: NIS 42^0. 


To: BOOKS, The Jerusalem Post, POB 81, Jerusalem 91000 
Please send me A COLLECTOR’S GUIDE TO JUDAICA I enclose 
a cheque for NIS 42.20. 

NAME ---:-—^-11- 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


CODE 


TEL. 


The above price is valid pending any government approved price rise. 
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♦JEWISH HISTORY IN MAPS* € 

Three important atlases by historian Martin Gilbert 


A t LAS or 

JEWISH 

HISTORY 


A 



A fully-illustrated atlas tracing 
the history, the worldwide 
migrations, the achievements 
and the life of the Jewish peo¬ 
ple from ancient Mesopota¬ 
mia to the present. Includes a 
full bibliography. Published 
by Steimatzky's Ltd., softcov- 
er, 126 pages. 

PRICE: NIS 15 



A dear and graphic presenta¬ 
tion of the complex Middle 
East conflict, from the turn of 
the century to the recent 
events in Lebanon. Includes a 
stark statistical and historical 
study of the development of 
this region. Published by 
Steimatzky's Ltd., softcover, 
125 pages. 

PRICE: NfS 15.90 


A unique record of the Nazi 

attempt to annihilate the Jews 

of Europe. Each phase and £ 
aspect of the Holocaust is £ 
traced through 316 folly anno- £ 
tated maps, of each of the 2 
Jewish communities of £ 
Europe. Published by 5 
Steimatzky's Ltd., softcover, S 
256 pages. ' > 

PRICE: NIS 12 i 

- - - 2 


Each atlas is available separately, or as a set PACKAGE PRICE FOR THE SET OF NIS 3a.m 
To: BOOKS,The Jerusalem Post, P.O.B. 81, Jerusalem 91000. 

Please send me the atlas(es) indicated below. I enclose a cheque for the appropriate 
amount 

□ ATLAS OF JEWISH HISTORY.NIS 15 □ ATLAS OFTHE HOLOCAUST, NIS 12 

n THE ARAB-ISRAEU CONFLICT, NIS 15.90 □ Please send me all 3 at the package price 

of NIS 38.60 

NAME..1.. 


ADDRESS.-.... 

CTTY.CODE...— ; —. 

The above prices will remain valid pending any government approved price rise. 
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